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The history of the combination is so replete with the 
doing of acts which it was the obvious purpose of the stat- 


ute to forbid, so demonstrative of the existence from the 
beginning of a purpose to acquire domination and control 


of the tobacco trade, not by the mere exertion of the ordi- 
nary right to contract and to trade, but by methods devised 
in order to monopolize the trade by driving competitors 
out of business, which were ruthlessly carried out upon the 
assumption that to work upon the fears or play upon the 
cupidity of competitors would make success possible.—U. S. 
Supreme Court Opinion in Tobacco Case. 





Compulsory Connection Before Interstate Commission. 

One of the hardest questions in the telephone business to- 
day, and one which vitally affects the American public, as 
well as the telephone corporations, has been carried before 
the Interstate Commerce Commission by the Independent com- 
pany at Clarksville, Tenn. , 

The vital point at issue, from the standpoint of the pub- 
lic, is whether the ownership of a limited long distance serv- 
ice can be made the controlling factor through which a monop- 
oly or partial monopoly of telephone service may be built up 
by a group of capitalists largely foreign to the sections in 
which such control is acquired. The question is, whether a 
local community must await the convenience of those who 
control this foreign capital, not only for long distance facili- 
ties, but for the benefits of local service which they are them- 
selves willing to provide. 

It is an established principle in the laws governing rail- 
way operation that the delivery of a commodity in the proper 
form and at the proper place, imposes upon the carrier an obli- 
gation to forward it to the point upon its lines nearest the 
ultimate destination; and when the destination is not upon its 
own lines, it must deliver the commodity to a carrier capable 
of completing the transportation. 

The Interstate Commerce Commission is primarily a body 
created by the public for its protection from abuse which 
may grow up through the concentration of capital and con- 


trol of public utilities. It must accomplish such protection, 





however, without doing wrong to the property interests 
represented in the corporations, Exceedingly broad questions 
of national importance are raised in this complaint made to 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, and its procedure 
will be awaited with keen interest throughout the telephone 


world, as well as by the telephone using public. 





Independent Service in the Apple Country. 

The special care taken by the owners of the Independent ex- 
change at Wenatchee, Washington, to put at the service of 
their subscribers any special equipment or operating methods 
which will even in a slight degree improve the speed and re- 
iability of the service cannot fail to impress any telephone 
man. The reason for this is not hard to find. The owners 
of the telephone company are likewise the owners of the fa- 
mous apple orchards in the valley the company serves, and 
of the other local business which is dependent on the tele- 
phone for prompt transaction. | 

If these men were to try the plan of skimping the telephone 
business which they own, for a year or two, they would lose 
more out of their apple money pockets than the gain in their 
telephone money pockets. The people who get telephone 
service, but have no telephone investment, have all the ad- 
vantages given by proximity to the head authority, and 
community of interest, to secure the best service at the low- 
est reasonable cost. 

A close examination of such a condition as this reveals 
the strength of the position of local ownership of the tele- 


phone. 





Telephony’s Offices Your Chicago Headquarters. 

TELEPHONY’s Offices have always been more or less gener- 
ally understood to be one place in Chicago where telephone 
men are certain of a welcome. We have always urged tele- 
phone men to make this office their headquarters while in the 
city, and hundreds have accepted this invitation every year, to 
our profit and entertainment, and, we hope and believe, 
to theirs. 

For our part, the meeting at arm’s length with the men 
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who are doing things in the operating and manufacturing fields 
means a closer touch with the business which enables us to* 
produce a better paper. It brushes up our familiarity with 
events which are daily transpiring and brings us scores of 
news stories and accounts of progress along all lines which 
are invaluable to us. 

For you we aim to render the real service of affording a 
headquarters in the heart of the business district—a base of 
operations—which is always open and at your command, even 
before you have selected your hotel. We want.'to emphasize 
this again and cordially invite you to come to TELEPHONY’S 
offices as soon as you reach Chicago. Make appointments 
with your business or other associates here; use our tele- 
phones to get in touch with those you want to see while in 
We 


will heartily appreciate it and we believe you will find it a 


the city; make yourselves thoroughly at home with us. 


most convenient arrangement. 


“P, De Medici,” a Voice in the Wi!derness. 

We have before had occasion to comment upon the literary 
activities of one “P. De Medici,” that great little mainstay of 
the United States Investor, published in Boston, Mass. “P. 
De Medici,” be it known, is the: pen name of the confidential 
advisor to doubting and troubled investors who consult the 





Investor oracle on financial affairs. 

Frankly, there have been moments when we held that the 
gentleman was sadly biased in his views, particularly when 
any of the Bell telephone companies formed his theme. There 
have been other times when we resolved that he was really only 
amerry little joker in cap and bells. For once, however, he is 
not only in deadly earnest, but he speaks in words of one syl- 
lable, as it were, so we may all follow his line of reasoning. 

In a recent issue of the Investor “P. De Medici” takes se- 
verely to task the conduct of President Mellen, of the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad, and speculates on the 
causes which have led to his possible resignation, forced or 
voluntary. To be sure, in this grave discussion, he entirely 
overlooks an interesting analogy which may be drawn between 
Mr. Mellen’s actions and those of Theodore N. Vail, presi- 
dent of the Bell system. But we must conclude that what he 
condemns in the one, he surely cannot applaud in the other. 

Let us examine then, the manner in which Mr. Mellen has 
incurred the displeasure of “P. De Medici.” Speaking of the 
pending resignation, “P. De Medici” says: “This will not be 
the result of any lack of efficiency or ability on his part, but 
solely because he has been too ambitious, too opinionated in 
his dealings with his customers, as well as with the general 
public, and too hasty in carrying out his aggressive plan for 
dominating every transportation possibility in the New England 
states.” Beware, Mr. Vail! “P. De Medici” may next splinter 
a lance against your armor. 

“That he paid some fancy prices for street railroads is well 
known,” continues “P. De Medici,” breathing heavily. How 
many instances of “fancy prices” paid for competing plants can 
the gentleman dig up from the Bell files? “There is a rapidly 
developing sentiment among the owners of the road,” he goes 
on, “to the end that a new executive should be secured who 
will be more discreet, and at the same time who is not so 


A “plunger!” Horrors! We shudder to 


much of a plunger.” 
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think of the consequences should this redoubtable champion 
turn his face towards Boston. 

But worse isto come: “The New Haven president, as the 
stockholder looks at it, has not only tried to buy everything 
in sight and develop everything owned and acquired to its 
maximum in an inordinately short space of time, but has at 
the same time been equally aggressive in forestalling any pos- 
The Grand Trunk, for 


example, has been endeavoring to increase its facilities for New 


sibility of competition in his territory. 


England traffic, and the New Haven has fought every inch of 
the ground of their aggression. This has naturally cost the 
New Haven a considerable amount of money, and whether 
funds so expended are a judicious investment is a very serious 
question, particularly in the minds of the stockholders, who 
are likely to suffer by the result.” 

Hark to the voice of the financial prophet, a voice, like John 
Would 


such charges as the wild fighting of competition, the expendi- 


of old, crying in the wilderness, “Repent! repent!” 


ture of a “considerable amount of money” and all the rest 
of it stand against the Bell organization? Have Bell stock- 
holders ever questioned “whether funds so spent are a judi- 
cious investment?” Especially the stockholders in the Rocky 
Mountain Bell, the Missouri & Kansas, the Chesapeake & Po- 
tomac, the Central Union and a half dozen more of the Bell 
subsidiaries which have so signally failed in their obligations 
to their stockholders? 

For once we are seriously inclined to acknowledge the acu- 
men and foresight of “P. De Medici.” We may have gently 
gibed at the gentieman in the past; we may-again in the fu- 
ture. But for once, at least, we are certain that he is a keen 


analyst of conditions and a stout expositor of truth. 





Senator from Missouri Sounds a Warning. 

Probably no one is better qualified to speak accurately and 
with fuller knowledge of his subject than is United States 
Senator James A. Reed, formerly mayor of Kansas City, on 
the question of the proposed merger of the two telephone 
systems in that city. 

As TELEPHONY’s readers know, a campaign has been con- 
ducted for some time by the Missouri & Kansas (Bell) Tele- 
phone Co. to induce the telephone users of the city to give 
their approval to a merger scheme. Among others, Senator 
Reed was approached. The statement which he gave to the 
Kansas City Post this week, and which appears in full else- 
where in this issue, covers the ground with a comprehensive- 
ness which leaves nothing to be desired. He contrasts graph- 
ically conditions under the Bell monopoly, which formerly 
obtained, with those which followed the establishment of com- 
And he 
solemnly charges the city administration to pause and give 
careful consideration to all the facts before “daring” to again 


petition by the Kansas City Home Telephone Co. 


place the city at the mercy of the Bell, and offer an oppor- 
tunity for history to repeat itself on a larger scale. 

His statement is a thoughtful and dispassionate survey of a 
record which is typical, in that it has been reproduced in 
It should be given all the 
publicity possible in every part of the telephone field, partic- 


hundreds of cities in this country. 


ularly where i‘ appears that monopoly may again succeed 
healthful and  =rirable competition. 


we 












Competition at Kansas City Should Not be Eliminated 


In Discussion of Proposed Merger United States Senator Reed, Formerly Mayor of Kansas City, Graphically Paints 


Conditions Under Monopoly and Shows How Service Improved, Rates Were Lowered and 
Scope Immensely Broadened Following Advent of Home Company 


United States Senator James A. Reed, formerly mayor 
of Kansas City, has answered the question as to his ap- 
proval or disapproval of the proposed merger in Kansas 
City of the Missouri & Kansas (Bell) Telephone Co. with 
the Kansas City Home Telephone Co. He has not minced 
words in his analysis of the situation, which was given to 
the Kansas City Post and published this week by that paper. 
Senator Reed’s statement, was, in full, as follows: 

“One of the hired men of the Bell Telephone Co. recent- 





KANSAS CITY UNDER THE BELL MONOPOLY. | 

The intolerable conditions which existed when the 
Bell company had a complete monopoly (in Kansas 
City), its inordinate exactions and its abominable serv- 
ice had evoked the protest of our citizens for many 
years. For a long time efforts had been made by ap- 
peals to the company to secure relief. These appeals 
were treated with contempt and scorn. For years efforts 
were made to gain relief through competition. These 
efforts were defeated by the obstructive tactics practiced 
by the Bell company. These tactics consisted in buying 
out competitors, in inducing the council to reject fran- 
chises and by acts of bribery.—Extract from statement 
of U. S. Senator Reed, of Missouri. 











ly asked me to express my opinion regarding the consoli- 
dation of the two telephone systems. I have concluded to 
express that opinion publicly. 

“During my term as mayor the grasp of the Bell tele- 
phone monopoly upon the people of Kansas City was bro- 
ken by the installation of the Home telephone as a com- 
petitor. The intolerable conditions which existed when 
the Bell company had a complete monopoly, its inordinate 
exactions and its abominable service had evoked the pro- 
test of our citizens for many years. For a long time ef- 
forts had been made by appeals to the company to secure 


relief. These appeals were treated with contempt and 
scorn. For years efforts were made to gain relief through 
competition. These efforts were defeated by the obstructive 


tactics practiced by the Bell company. These tactics con- 
sisted in buying out competitors, in inducing the council 
to reject franchises and by acts of bribery. The fight at 
last was won and the Home company’s plant built. 

“Tf that work should be undone by the present city ad- 
ministration, then the people of Kansas City ought to know 
the facts and. be able to absolutely fix the responsibility. 

“The objections to the abolition of competition briefly 
summarized are: 

“First: When the Bell company had an absolute monop- 
oly telephone conditions were indescribably bad. 

“Second: There was scarcely a metallic circuit in the 
city, ground wire being used, and this, although every up- 
to-date plant had long since installed metallic circuits. 

“Third: The telephone receivers were from ten to twenty 
years behind the time, being the old wall type of receiver 
which had been discarded, even in country villages and 
small cities throughout the land. 

“Fourth: The central switchboard, which should be an 
exceedingly fine and delicate instrument, had been actually 
manufactured out of discarded junk of the switchboards 
of Joplin, Webb City, Excelsior Springs, and other places. 
This junk was. pieced together by an amateur electrician 
and was utterly unfit for the purposes intended. 
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“Fifth: There was but one central exchange. 

“Sixth: Conversation over this telephone system was well- 
nigh impossible. The service was so utterly bad that it 
was a common thing to read in the daily papers accounts of 
irate citizens having been dragged to the police station 
and fined for having torn the miserable apparatus of the 
company from their walls and pitched it into the street. 
It is enough to say on this subject that Kansas City had 
the poorest telephone service of any city of respectable 
size in the United States, and probably the entire world 
could be included. 

“Seventh: For this service the telephone company 
charged $98 a year for business telephones, and, if my rec- 
ollection is not incorrect, $60 per year for residence tele- 
phones. 

“In addition to this there was a party line abomination 
for which a less price was charged. The party line, how- 
ever, was merely an irritant—never a convenience. 

“At this time so poor was the telephone service that only 
about thirteen thousand telephones existed in Kansas City, 
although our population was sufficient to have secured 
double that number of subscribers had the service been of 
value, and at a reasonable price. 

“What was the result of telephone competition? 

“First: No sooner did the Home company break ground 
than the Bell company started in to rebuild its plant, and 
did so from the ground up, so that today it really has a 
good plant. Thus, the subscribers of the Bell Telephone 
Co. for the first time secured decent service, but they only 
secured it when forced by competition. 

“Second: The Bell company now has nearly thirty thou- 
sand subscribers. 


“Third: The Home company installed a first class sys- 
tem. 
“Fourth: The subscribers to the Home company have 


connections with nearly thirty thousand telephones. 





HOW COMPETITION CHANGED CONDITIONS. 

Instead of having old ground wires over which no one 
can hear, each company maintains a full metallic cir- 
cuit. Instead of having central switchboards built of 
junk, we have high-class up-to-date switchboards and 
equipment. Instead of insolent agents, impudently en- 
tering the offices and homes of the people, we have 
courteous gentlemen willing to attend to the wants of 
the people. Instead of a telephone monopoly being 
master of the people, the people are masters of the 
entire telephone situation. Instead of paying $98 a year 
to TRY to talk to 13,000 subscribers, we now have over 
either telephone the opportunity to actually talk to 30,- 
000 subscribers for $60 per year.—Extract from state- 
ment of U. S. Senator Reed, of Missouri. 











“Fifth: The price of telephone service has been reduced 
to business telephones from $98 per year to $60. The 
price of residence telephones has been reduced from $60 
per year to $36 for full line service. 

“Sixth. Instead of having one single exchange each com- 
pany maintains several exchanges. 

“Instead of having old ground wires over which no one 
can hear, each company maintains a full metallic circuit. 

“Instead of having central switchboards built of junk, 
we have high-class up-to-date switchboards and equipment. 
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“Instead of insolent agents, impudently entering the offices 
and homes of the people, making demands, we have cour- 
teous and obliging gentlemen willing to attend to the wants 
of the people. 

“Instead of being told to await the convenience of the 
telephone monopoly, we now have two rivals each anxious 
to serve the people. 

“Instead of a telephone monopoly being master of the 
people, the people are masters of the entire telephone sit- 
uation. 

“Instead of paying $98 a year to TRY to talk to thirteen 
thousand subscribers we now have over either telephone 
the opportunity to actually talk to thirty thousand sub- 
scribers for $60 per year. 

“The city administration that dares to place us once 
more in the grip of the old Bell Telephone Co. would 
do well to pause and give the matter grave consideration. 

“I notice the representative of the Bell company says 
that his company has reformed and that it does maintain 
up-to-date service in several cities where there is no com- 
petition. I deny that it maintains up-to-date service in a 
single city in the world, unless it either has actual com- 
petition or has been forced to improve its service in order 
to keep out competition, or has been forced to render 
decent service by law. 

“The agent of the telephone company has the temerity 
to cite the city of Washington. The company there, of 
course, is subject to congressional authority, which is very 
broad. Nevertheless, it requires a degree of impudence 
which is almost sublime to cite Washington as an example. 
The telephone rates charged to many business houses in 
Washington are almost prohibitive. The telephone com- 
pany has a scheme in Washington by which it doles out 
a measured service and thus is able to levy a tax upon 
business institutions, extortionate to the last degree. 

“There are many other objections to this consolidation 
to which I may later call the attention of the public. I 
simply say in conclusion that the plan of the Bell Tele- 
phone Co. is to establish a nation-wide monopoly, particu- 
larly in the long distance telephone business. In order to 
do this and to put all Independent exchanges in the coun- 
try practically out of business, it is only necessary for the 
Bell company to secure a complete monopoly in the large 
cities. When it has done this the Independent exchanges 
will be put out of the long distance business, and the peo- 
ple of the entire country will be at the mercy of the Bell 
monopoly. 

“Kansas City is a typical point. A surrender of Kansas 
City to the Bell monopoly means that it will absolutely 
control the long distance telephone business of western 
Missouri and eastern Kansas and that it will have forged 
another link in its nation-wide monopolistic scheme.” 

We may differ with Senator Reed as to the possibility 
of the Bell throttling the country through control of the 
telephone business in the large cities, but no one can suc- 
cessfully refute his statements as to the Bell performances 
under monopoly, the stimulation of the business under 
competition, or the ultimate purpose of the Bell to obtain 
a country-wide monopoly, if that be possible. 





Suit to Test Tiffin Rate Ordinance. 


The Tiffin Art Metal Co., of Tiffin, Ohio, has instituted pro- 
ceedings in the common pleas court to enjoin the Tiffin Con- 
solidated Telephone Co. from removing the telephone from 
the plaintiffs building or from disconnecting it, or otherwise 
interfering in the use of it. The suit is the outcome of the re- 
_cent rate otdinance passed by the City Council reducing the 
prevailing rates. The petition states that, after the ordinance 


was in effect, the reduced amount was tendered the company 
and refused. 
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Measure Now in Fotce 1 Connecticut Provides for Com- 
pulsory Extension of Service Outside Towns. 

A bill has just passed both houses of the Connecticut 
General Assembly, -has been signed by the governor and is 
now a law, providing for the compulsory extension of tele- 
phone service in the outskirts of a town. By the terms 
of the measure any person who owns and occupies real 
estate in any town where a telephone company operates, 
and whose residence is not more than three-fourths of a 
mile, measured along the highway, from the company’s 
lines, may present a petition to the company, signed by 
twenty persons who are subscribers to the telephone serv- 
ice, asking for an extension to such residence. When 
the petition is filed the person must obligate himself with 
sufficient surety to pay for such service for a period of 
five years. 

Upon the filing of such petition as required by law the 
company shall extend its service line and install upon the 
premises of such petitioner “a telephone service similar 
to the equipment furnished to others, and at the same 
rate charged in the town. If the company neglects to fur- 
nish the service within sixty days the person making the 
petition may summon the company before the superior 
court and, if that tribunal finds that the cost of such ex- 
tension of line and installation of service is not excessive 
in proportion to the company’s published rate, the court 
“shall order such company to extend its service line.” The 
court may make such other order as it deems just and 
may also tax costs against either party. 





President Taft Again Declares that Monopolies Must Cease 
and Competition be Re-established. 

In his speech at Newcastle, Wyo., President Taft declared 
that he swore to carry out the law and that prosecutions of 
trusts must and shall continue until competition is the rule, 
as against monopoly. He said, in part: 

“It is a case where the administration is going to be damned 
if it doesn’t and damned if it does. Our understanding in 
the administration is that when the president swore to de- 
fend the constitution and enforce the law, it meant some- 
thing, and that, when there was a law upon the statute books 
for twenty years to suppress these combinations against inter- 
state trade, combinations to monopolize and to interfere with 
that trade and to control prices, it was his business and the 
business of all under him to enforce the law. That is what 
we are doing and that is what we propose to do, no matter 
whether we be damned or not. 

“Prosecution of these great combinations that have been 
engaged in trying to prevent competition must go on until 
either the law is repealed or the law is enforced so that no 
combinations shall exist which shall be able to prevent com- 
petition and establish a monopoly.” 





New York Farmers Want Competition Again. 

Since the New York (Bell) Telephone Co. took over 
the Albion (N. Y.) Home Telephone Co. the service has 
been very unsatisfactory to telephone subscribers, par- 
ticularly in the rural territory adjoining the village. The 
Transit Grange has now undertaken to remedy these con- 
ditions by organizing a company among the farmers and 
either building its own lines, or purchasing those now in- 
stalled. Both the New York Bell and the Federal Inde- 
pendent, of Buffalo, are negotiating with the grange for 
long distance connections. 





Western Union Officers Re-Elected. 

At the recent meeting of the directors of the Western 
Union Telegraph Co., the retiring officers and members 
of the executive committee were re-elected. 

















Interstate Commerce Commission to Pass on Interconnection 


For First Time National Body, Recently Given Supervision of Telephones, is Called on to Define Its Authority to 
Enforce Connection Between Competing Companies—Case in Clarksville, Tennessee, 


Home Against A. T. & T. and Cumberland Bell 


The question is put squarely up to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission to decide whether telephone companies 
are common carriers and subject to the provisions of the 
act as amended June 18, 1910, requiring them to make 
through routes and through rates for messages, under sec- 
tion 1, and perhaps whether they must file through tariffs, 
under section 6. 

More specifically the commission is called upon to de- 
cide whether the Bell and Independent companies may 
be forced to interchange business. 

This question will be answered when the commission de- 
cides the case just filed with that body by the Home 
(Independent) Telephone Co., of Clarksville, Tenn., against 
the Cumberland (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co., the 
American (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co., a New York 
corporation, and the American (Bell) Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., a Tennessee corporation. 

It will be noticed that the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., the New York corporation, is joined as defend- 
ant, because it owns a majority of the stock of the local 
Bell companies. The decision, therefore, if in favor of the 
Independent company, will establish a far-reaching pre- 
cedent of the most sweeping nature. 

The complaint shows that the Home company has some 
500 subscribers, is doing a local and interstate business 
between points in Kentucky and Tennessee, and would 
have had connections in Alabama but for the alleged acts 
of the Cumberland company. , 

The Long Distance Telephone & Telegraph Co. was 
organized in 1902, as an Alabama corporation. Its line 
extended from the Tennessee-Kentucky state line of Bir- 
mingham, Ala., through a number of towns on the Home 
company’s line. The lines from Edgoten and Guthrie, Ky., 


to Clarksville, it is claimed, were operated by the Long 
Distance company, but were in reality owned by the Home 
company. 

The Long Distance company, it appears, soon afterwards 
was sold, its properties being bought by a New Jersey cor- 
poration, organized for the purpose of acquiring this busi- 
ness, the .Alabama & Tennessee Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. This company operated the long distance lines so 
acquired from 1908 until August 3, 1911, when it sold out 
to the defendants, the Cumberland company. 

The Cumberland company is a Kentucky corporation, 
which operates as a Bell subsidiary in Kentucky, Tennes- 
see, Mississippi and Louisiana, with headquarters in Nash- 
ville. The American Telephone & Telegraph Co. owns over 
51 per cent. of its stock. 

The policy of this company, it is stated, has been to sup- 
press competition. It is declared that the long distance 
lines which it had in operation prior to August, 1911, were 
abundantly sufficient to take care of its long distance busi- 
ness, and among other lines it had lines parallel with those 
of the Long Distance company; “but notwithstanding that 
fact, and for the sole and only purpose of suppressing com- 
petition and harrassing and annoying the Independent 
companies at Clarksville, Springfield and other points, the 
Cumberland company has purchased the long distance lines 
heretofore described and connecting the Clarksville plant, 
as heretofore stated, with various points in Kentucky and 
other states.” 

Shortly after the purchase of the Long Distance com- 
pany by the Alabama & Tennessee company, William S. 
Jones, secretary and treasurer of that corporation, wrote 
the Home company, notifying the latter of the sale of the 
company to the Cumberland, and stating that all arrange- 





1910, hereby makes the following demand: 


goten, Guthrie, and Hopkinsville, Ky. 





DEMAND OF CLARKSBURG HOME FOR BELL CONNECTION UPON WHICH INTERSTATE 
COMMERCE COMMISSION WILL RULE 


Following is the substance of the demand which the Home (Independent) Telephone Co., of Clarksville, Tenn., 
addressed to the American (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. of New York; the American (Bell) Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., of Nashville, Tenn.; and the Cumberland (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co., of Nashville. This 
is the proposition which is embodied in the Clarksville company’s petition to the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

The Home Telephone Co., of Clarksville, Tenn., a Tennessee corporation, owning and operating a telephone 
plant at Clarksville, Tenn.. being a common carrier within the meaning of the Act of Congress, approved June 18, 


1: That you immediately restore all connections, lines, and apparatus heretofore in existence by which the 
plant of the Home Telephone Co., of Clarksville, Tenn., was connected with Independent telephone plants at Ed- 


2: That you immediately connect or permit this company to connect the lines, plant and apparatus of this com- 
pany with all your long distance interstate telephone lines, and that you furnish to this company by means of such 
connections, long distance toll service to and with each and every plant belonging to you or either of you, or any 
of your subsidiary companies in states other than Tennessee. We hereby offer to conform to any reasonable reg- 
ulations you make concerning such service and offer to pay any reasonable charges for such service, suggesting 
that a proper charge would be the same as that now made by your long distance lines against your local plants. 
We hereby offer to pay all the expense incident to making such connections, if you desire to make the same 
yourselves, or we will make the connections, pay all the expense, and do the work under your supervision. 

3. Without prejudice to any claim of ownership asserted by us to the lines radiating from Clarksville, for- 
merly operated by the Long Distance Telephone & Telegraph Co., and claimed to have been purchased by you 
August 3, 1911, we demand, in the event it is held that you are the owner of such lines, that you allow us the use 
of same for the purpose of connecting our plant with Independent telephone plants in Kentucky, on such charges 
as may be reasonable. We hereby offer to pay for the use of said lines such charges as may be reasonable, and 
offer to conform to any reasonable regulations you may make concerning the service on such lines. 
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ments for the exchange of traffic would have to be can- 
celled. The Cumberland company immediately disconnect- 
ed the Home company’s exchanges from the lines of the 
old Long Distance company, even the two which the Home 
company claimed as its own. The Home company imme- 
diately made the connections again, and notified the Cum- 
berland company to keep its hands off. Some litigation 
was had in the local courts, and the Cumberland com- 
pany was enjoined from interfering with the connections 
in question. 

The Home company offers, if it should later appear that 
the Cumberland has acquired legal title to the lines in ques- 
tion, to pay a reasonable charge for the use, but insists on 
its right to connect with those lines. 

It charges that the Cumberland company cuts its rates 
at times below the cost of operation so as to destroy its 
competitors, and at the same time, at non-competitive 
points, it charges unreasonable and extortionate rates so 
that it may derive the revenue necessary to take care of 
losses at competitive points. 

“It is entirely practical,” the complaint reads, “to con- 
nect the plant of the American and Cumberland companies, 
and at the same time to connect said plant with the Inde- 
pendent lines, and perhaps and by means of such connec- 
tions, establish through daily routes from Clarksville to va- 
rious points, and such daily connections would enable a 
patron of the Clarksville company to talk over either long 
distance line to a person on an Independent or Bell local 
plant at some other point. 

The Home company comes out squarely with its demand 
for connection with the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Company’s lines, and offers to pay whatever reasonable 
amount the commission may determine upon for this serv- 
ice. It offers to make the material connections necessary, 
and to conform to reasonable regulations. 

It is problematical when the case will reach a decision. 
The defendants have twenty days within which to answer, 
and it will probably be considerable time after that before 
testimony is taken and the case gets to the commission. 
The case will very likely be considered of such importance 
that one of the commissioners will take the testimony in- 
stead of leaving it for an examiner. 


Northwestern Long Distance Independent Takes 
Another Local Oregon Telephone System. 

The Northwestern Long Distance Telephone Company 
has closed a deal whereby it immediately takes over 
the local telephone system at Woodburn, Ore., which has been 
owned and operated by Henry Chappelle. A second deal of 
importance was closed with the United Telephone Co., which 
owns and operates an extensive system including Canby, Au- 
rora, Hubbard, Macksburg, Needy, Gervals, and St. Paul, in 
addition to an up-to-date system in Woodburn. William H. 
Waterbury, secretary of the United Telephone Co., handed in 
his resignation and transferred all his holdings, which give 
control of the company, to the purchaser. 

C. H. Judson, general manager, and A. E. Boyles, superin- 
tendent of the Northwestern company, state that their concern 
will not take over the direct management of the system at 
this time, and that the company had simply advanced sufficient 
funds to relieve a cramped financial condition of the local 
company and to protect their interests at all of the points men- 
tioned. 

In view of the fact that the Northwestern company has re- 
cently purchased the Granger Telephone Co., at Kelso, Wash., 
the deals now closed are thought to be significant of a general 
scheme of the company to extend its field by absorbing smaller 
companies along its lines. James F. Hixson, special representa- 
tive of the Northwestern company, has been placed in charge 
of the Chappelle system. 
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Another Editor, this time in Pennsylvania, Voices Result 
of Experience with Monopoly. 

Here is another editor who has had experience with both 
monopoly and competition in the telephone business, and may, . 
therefore, be listened to with respect. He is the editor of the 
Advertiser, published at North East, Pa. A recent editorial 
was as follows: 

We understand that the Bell Telephone Co. is making an- 
other attempt to purchase the local plant. It strikes us 
that the Bell company is getting about all the telephone 
business they are entitled to in North East and we believe 
that they should be given to understand, once for all, that 
the local plant is not for sale. They will probably increase 
their original offer which was an exceptionally good one, 
and should they succeed (which we hope they will not) 
some one will have to pay for it; and in this case “it” 
will be the subscribers, as we never heard of the Bell com- 
pany having any unnecessary enlargement of the heart. 
The Bell also would like to get absolute control as it would 
be a great help in their fight against the Independents in 
this section where the Bell people are now trying to gain 
supremacy. Now while the American Union has been 
somewhat antagonistic toward North East, we don’t want 
to see them put out of business as they come in very handy 
when it is necessary to correct any little insubordination 
on the part of the Bell, and we believe these would be quite 
frequent if there was no way to stop them. 

Another thing, if these overtures are continued it may 
cause many to think that some of the stockholders do not 
have the best interests of the public at heart in the matter. 

If it is worth so much to the Bell company it can be 
made equally or more valuable to the local management. 
Let the Bell get along and be satisfied with what thev al- 
ready have; they have no reason to be dissatisfied. 


It may be added that there is no possibility of the Indepen- 
dent company selling to the Bell, nor should there be, with 
public sentiment so strongly behind it. 





To Organize Independent Company in California Cities 
to Overcome Alleged Bell Overcharges. 

Exasperated by the repeated refusals of the officials of 
the Pacific (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph’ Co. to abolish 
the toll charge between the towns of Palo Alto, Los Altos 
and Mountain View, Cal., a committee of members of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the former city are planning to 
organize an Independent telephone company and to build 
opposition lines between the three places. 

A committee consisting of S. W. Charles, J. F. Park, 
W. H. Kelly and D. A. Mendenhall, held a conference 
with A. A. Halsey, an official of the Bell corporation, re- 
cently and not only urged that the toll charge be elimi- 
nated, but offered to pay the expense of including the town 
of Mountain View in the free area about Palo Alto. The 
company answered that the scheme was not feasible. 

At present subscribers are compelled to pay a toll charge 
in addition to the regular monthly rate for service, and 
are highly incensed at what they term the unjust attitude of 
the Bell company. A report on the Independent tele- 
phone project will be presented at an early meeting of the 
Chamber of Commerce, when it is expected that a number 
of local capitalists will agree to subscribe the money for 
the line. 





Gains Shown by Inter-State Statement. 

Through an error on the part of the printers the column 
headings of the revenue account of the Inter-State Inde- 
pendent Telephone & Telegraph Co., printed last week, 
were interchanged. Inasmuch as the entire comment on 
the statement showed that the company had made sub- 
stantial gains, it is probable that this error passed unno- 
ticed by most of TELEPHONY’s readers. It is desirable to 
make this statement, however, for the benefit of those who 
discovered it. The figures in the left hand column were 
those of the eleven. months just passed; those in the right 
hand column were for the like period a year before. 











A. T. & T. Preparing to Take Over Three Subsidiaries 


Offers Made to Minority Stockholders of Western, Bell of Missouri, and Missouri & Kansas Companies to Exchange 
Stock for That of Parent Organization—Missouri Bell Minority Directors Demand 
Cash and Threaten Legal Proceedings if Refused 


Three important moves are now being made by the Ameri- 
can (Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. in the reorganization 
of its subsidiaries. These are the wiping out of the Western 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., as forecast by TELEPHONY last 
week, and the absorption by the parent company of the Bell 
Telephone Co. of Missouri and the Missouri & Kansas Tele- 
phone Co. 

The Western is itself a holding company, owning no lines 
or exchanges. It holds a majority of stock in the Cleveland 
(Ohio) Telephone Co., the Wisconsin Telephone Co., the 
Northwestern Telephone Exchange Co. (Minnesota and the 
Dakotas) and the Southwestern Telegraph & Telephone Co; 
(Texas, Arkansas and adjoining territory). The A. T. & T. 
owns a majority of both the common and preferred stock 
of the Western, there being $16,000,000 of each outstanding. 
The common has never paid a dividend; the preferred bears a 
6 per cent. cumulative dividend, but has never paid over 5 
per cent. There are now back dividends accumulated against 
the stock aggregating about 7% per cent. 

The liquidation of the company will be carried on through 
Kidder, Peabody & Co., of Boston, which concern has mailed 
the following offer to stockholders: 

We hereby offer to purchase from you your stock in 
the above company on the following terms: 

For each four shares of Western Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. preferred stock we will give three shares of 
_—" Telephone & Telegraph Co. stock and $20 in 
cash. 

For each five shares of Western Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. common stock we will give one share of American 
Telephone. 

All stock to be deposited with us, indorsed in blank 
before November 9, 1911, for which we will give our 
receipt. 

The American Telephone & Telegraph Co. shares to 
be delivered on or before December 10, 1911, such shares 
to carry the dividend payable January 15, 1912. 

Transactions involving fractions to be adjusted in cash 
at the rate of $28 per share for Western Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. common stock; $105 per share for West- 
ern Telephone & Telegraph Co. preferred stock; $140 per 
share for American Telephone & Telegraph Co. stock. 

We reserve the right to cancel this offer at any time 
prior to November 9, 1911, without notice; also to de- 
cline to make the exchange for any certificates issued after 
the date of this circular. 

It will be noted that at 135 for American Telephone, the 
exchange basis works out the equivalent of $27 per share 
for Western Telephone common, a stock which has never 
possessed any real value and which has had but few trans- 
actions recorded on the stock exchange—these few being pure- 
ly speculative. 

For the preferred stock of Western Telephone the exchange 
basis is the equivalent of 10614, equal to par and 6% out of 
the accrued dividend of about 7% per cent. 

One feature of importance in the cleaning up of the West- 
ern company is the fact that that organization has several 
millions of short time notes maturing within two months. 
These the A. T. & T. will be compelled to assume, as it as- 
sumed some millions of similar obligations not long ago. 

Minority stockholders of the Missouri & Kansas company 
are offered three shares of A. T. & T. for seven shares of 
M. & K. This corporation operates in the two states named. 
It has paid no dividends since 1906. There is $13,627,700 
stock outstanding, of which the parent company owns $11,- 
944,200. The latter recently cancelled a considerable portion 
of the M. & K.’s enormous floating debt, for which it took 
stock in settlement. 


Particular interest centers in the effort of the A. T. & 
T. to secure the stock of the Bell of Missouri. The directors 
of this concern, which operates in St. Louis and vicinity, 
have recently become a thorn in the flesh to the Boston ad- 
ministration, by reason of the attitude of antagonism as- 
sumed by the representatives of the minority interests on the 
board. These gentlemen, who are men of substance and in- 
fluence in St. Louis, some time ago declined to be mere 
dummy directors and declared their right and intention of 
actually directing. 

Since the suspension of the regular quarterly dividend at 
the September, 1910, meeting, which was accomplished by sheer 
force on the part of the A. T. & T. representatives on the 
board, the directorate of the Bell of Missouri has been in a 
turmoil. At the March meeting, this year, C. P. Walbridge 
was calmly voted from office as chairman of the board on 
the ground that the position and salary of $6,000 a year were 
unnecessary. Then F. R. Mott was elected general manager, 
while F. L. Gilman, of Kansas City, was waiting in the ante- 
room to hear of his election to that position. The dividend 
was restored, but at only a 6 per cent. annual rate, as against 
the previous 8 per cent. And these are but a few of the 
troubles which have beset the Boston controlling interests 
in dealing with this recalcitrant board. 

The Bell of Missouri has outstanding $8,788,000 capital stock, 
of which the A. T. & T. owns $5,788,000, the remaining three 
million being held in St. Louis. The offer for the exchange 
of stock in the two Missouri companies, which, in the case 
of the St. Louis concern, is six shares of A. T. & T. for 
seven of the Bell of Missouri, was sent from New York, 
signed by C. D. Milne, assistant treasurer. It is as follows: 

We beg to advise you that until November 16, 1911, 
unless this offer is previously withdrawn, stock of the 
Bell Telephone Co. of Missouri may be exchanged for 
stock of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. on the 
basis of six shares of A. T. & T. stock for seven shares 
of the Bell of Missouri. 

To be exchanged, Bell of Missouri stock must be prop- 
erly indorsed for transfer and deposited with the under- 
signed at No. 15 Dey street, New York. The A. T. & T. 
stock in exchange will be delivered on or before Decem- 
ber 16, 1911, and will carry the current quarterly dividend, 
payable January 15, 1912. 

To adjust fractions, we will buy or sell at the rates of 
$120 per share of Bell of Missouri and $140 per share of 
A. T. & T. A check to the order of the undersigned 
should be forwarded with the Bell of Missouri stock for 
the fraction of A. T. & T., if ‘any, which the stockholder 
elects to buy. If the shareholder elects to sell a frac- 
tion of the Bell of Missouri, a check therefore will be 
forwarded with the A. T. & T. stock. When a fraction 
is involved, unless otherwise advised we will understand 
that the shareholder elects to sell. 

The right is reserved to decline to exchange for a hold- 
ing, or any part thereof, so split after October 16 as to 
involve more than one fractional adjustment also to with- 
draw this offer at any time without notice. 

It is understood that the St. Louis contingent has declared 
that it will not part with its holdings for anything less than 
cash, and a very substantial amount of that per share. Should 
the parent company refuse to consider this, the internal war- 
fare will continue and investigations of the conduct of the 
company and the causes of its material decline are threatened. 
A meeting of local stockholders was called late this week to 
discuss the A. T. & T. offer. 

These various merger plans are in line with others carried 
out since the Vail administration began, and which will re- 
duce the number of operating Bell units. 
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Western Pennsylvania Independent Association Petitions 
Taft to Correct Alleged Discrimination. 

In a petition addressed to President Taft, the Western 
Pennsylvania Independent Telephone Association alleges 
that federal office holders in Pittsburgh and the adjoining 
district discriminate against the Independent telephone com- 
panies, members of the association, in favor of the Bell 
Telephone Co. The president is asked to exert his influence 
to amend this condition. The petition was, in part, as fol- 
lows: 





That although repeated efforts have been made to 
have instruments installed, the Independent telephones 
have been and are excluded from the United States in- 
ternal revenue office, the United States district attor- 
ney’s office, the United States District Court, the United 
States engineer’s office and the United States postoffice, 
in the city of Pittsburgh, and at other offices in this dis- 
trict controlled by these departments. 

Therefore, we, the members of the Western Penn- 
sylvania Independent Telephone Association, in con- 

‘ vention assembled, do hereby file with you this protest 
against these unjust rulings of the Departments of Jus- 
tice, Internal Revenue, War and Postal. 

That we affirm to you that these rulings are discrim- 
inating and partial to the mononOply and are an injus- 
tice and detrimental to the interest of the public and 
have prevented the competing companies from making 
contracts with these departments. 

Therefore, we do pray that you will take such action 
as will remove from us this unfair partiality and favor- 
itism and preserve to us those rights promulgated by 

' the Declaration of Independence and guaranteed by the 
constitution of the United States and the Sherman act. 


W. S. Paca, of Oil City, resident of the association, was 
in the chair at this, the regular quarterly meeting. A num- 
ber of papers were read and subjects discussed, among them 
being the following: “Telephone Advertising,” by H. L. 
Lamb, of California; “Our Relations to the Public,” by 
Henry M. Camp, of Rochester; “Comments on Leased Tel- 
egraph Circuits,” by J. C. Bousch, of Columbus. 





Memphis City Commissioner Finds That Cumberland Bell 
Pays Too Little and Needs Another Exchange. 

In a preliminary report just submitted to the Memphis, 
Tenn., City Commission, Thomas Dies, commissioner of 
public utilities, grounds and _ buildings, holds that the 
wretched service which has been given by the Cumberland 
(Bell) Telephone & Telegraph Co. is largely due to con- 
gestion in the three exchanges and to the further fact that 
a majority of the operators are inexperienced and inefficient. 

Mr. Dies states that no operator below the rank of chief 
receives more than $27.50 per month, and that many receive 
less than $20. For this reason, he declares, the company 
cannot retain their services sufficiently long for them to 
become competent. He believes that only an advance in 
wages can remedy this condition and urges that the com- 
pany be also required to install at least one more exchange. 
The report is not complete and the commissioner expects 
to go further into the matter. 





Lincoln Company Said to Control Fremont Concern. 

While no official statement has been given out by either 
of the companies involved, it is understood that the Lin- 
coln (Independent) Telephone & Telegraph Co. has taken 
over a majority of the stock of the Fremont Telephone 
qf Co., Fremont, Neb. Just what this will signify in the 

way of subsequent merger or joint operation of the prop- 
erties is not known at this time. 








The old-time rumor that the Indianapolis and Central Union 
telephone companies were proposing .to combine has again 
showed its head in that city. This is absolutely denied by 
William Fortune, president of the Indianapolis Telephone Co. 
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Brief Resume of Success Which Has Attended Operations 
of Pennsylvania Independent. 

In a recent issue the Beaver (Pa.) Times briefly sum- 
marizes the record of the Beaver County (Independent) 
Telephone Co., as follows: “The Beaver County Telephone 
Co., a home concern with a capitalization of $250,000 and 
an authorized bond issue of a like amount is the parent 
Independent telephone concern in this county. Since the 
inception of the company two exchanges have been built, 
one at Rochester, and one at Beaver Falls. Its stockhold- 
ers, now numbering over 450, are all citizens of Beaver 
county, and the bonds of the company are also all owned 
locally. 

“The Beaver County company has extended its lines to 
practically all parts of the county, and the public now en- 
joys the very best service possible anywhere. The equip- 
ment is automatic. The company has long distance con- 
nections with the Pittsburg & Allegheny (Independent) 
Telephone Co., which has twenty-six lines running through 
our territory connected with the exchange which gives 
long distance service east and west with all Independent 
telephone companies. 

“The following are officers of the company: Frank F. 
Brierly, president; Henry M. Camp, vice-president; Robert 
W. Darragh, secretary; H. W. Douglass, treasurer. The 
company was incorporated August 31, 1903.” 

The Beaver County company has made excellent progress 
and this local recognition of its success, while gratifying, 
is not at all surprising. 




























































Town of Windsor, Ontario, to Investigate Right of Bell 
to Operate Without Local Franchise. 

A special committee appointed by the City Council and 
the Board of Trade, of Windsor, Ontario, to consider the 
telephone situation in that city, has recommended that 
the council secure Iegal advice as to whether the Bell 
Telephone Co. can use the city’s streets without a franchise, 
and as to what remedy the subscribers have regarding 
high rates and poor service. 

The company has been operating under an exclusive 
franchise, for which it paid $750 a year, but no effort has 
been made to renew it at its expiration November 1. It 
is believed that the company proposes to operate under 
its charter from the Dominion, without regard to local 
permission. 





Subway Reorganization Proceeding Satisfactorily. 

Deposits of Chicago Subway stock and bonds with the 
National City Bank, of New York, under the plan of re- 
organization, are said to be coming in fairly satisfactorily, 
but small holders of the securities, especially of the stock, 
have been slow in making returns. However, interests 
here believe that more of the small holders will come in 
next month. They have until November 15 to make de- 
posits. As is usually the case in such matters, there is a 
disposition to wait for possible developments. 

It is understood that a syndicate is being formed ‘for the 
purpose of paying the assessments on bonds and stock for those 
who are not in a position to make the payments at this 
time. 





Joplin Home to Add 1,200 Stations in County. 

Steps are being taken by the mutual telephone companies 
of Buchanan county, Mo., to merge their holdings into one 
company and to give free interchange of service throughout 
the county. More than 1,200 telephones are involved. The 
principal companies in the deal are located at Agency, San 
Antonio, De Kalb and Rushville. Connections will be made 
with the Home Telephone Co., of Joplin, thus greatly en- 
larging its field. 





Inquisitive Stockholders 
A Sneering Laugh—The Chicago Way—Other Ways—Some Reasons Why 
By J. C. Kelsey 


Who struck Billy Patterson? 

From the day that this little man asked this immortal 
query down to the present day, the query has been un- 
answered. 

Who struck Billy Patterson? 

Perkins, the savior of the nation, says he knows; Jim 
Hill says he knows; other professional advisors of our 
country say they know. Bankers and all agree. It is solved 
at last! 

Politicians struck Billy Patterson. 

With one accord, the lily-white Big Business element be- 
moan the fact that politicians are at the bottom of the 
“Great Unrest.” 

They are wrong. They are barking up the wrong tree. 

Here is the trouble with big business—it is high finance— 
and a brazen, brutal treatment of the investor. 





One needs to go no further. 

Here is a good reason for our alleged business distur- 
bance: “A sneering laugh was the disconcerting reply of 
Sam Insull, Ira Cobe and Gilbert Porter to a minority 
stockholder of the Northwestern Elevated Railroad.” 





This was the man’s question—it was a fair one, and he 
had a right to know. A little mortgage on a corporation is 
certainly a thing of vital interest to a stockholder. But it 
seems that the three Chicago gentlemen only respond to a 
higher law. ‘ 





The mortgage that the aggrieved minority stockholder 
asked about was a simple item of $25,000,000. 

He wanted to know at what price these bonds were sold. 
In other words, he wanted to know how big the rake-off 
was. for a bunch of respectable Chicago gentlemen who 
acted as promoters. 

It was really none of his business to know. And it was 
positively unfair to question the integrity of the gentie- 
manly syndicate. 

So today, the small investor keeps out. He has been 
robbed long enough. The goose has been killed. Big busi- 
ness has bitten off its nose to spite its face. 

The discredited minority stockholder has rebelled. The 
law does not protect him. 





A year ago, another Chicago stockholder demanded to 
know. He had to go to court. Needless to say, he is still 
in court! 





What a pity immortality is denied us, so we can go to 
court in our own sweet land. 

Our children are rarely, if ever, interested in our legal 
rows. And our grandchildren, never. 





The present inquisitive stockholder asked for information 
and was ignored. 

His second request was met with a bluff that the entire 
working force of the company would be used to prevent 
him from seeing the books. 

And his third request met with a sneering laugh! 





The respectable Chicago promoters (for they are the 
most respectable men in town), should remember that “he 
who laughs last, laughs best.” 


Not that they care, themselves, but they increase the 
laugh on the general discomfiture of Big Business. 





Talking about securities—and ownership—and stability 
—and tangibility—do you wonder that the investor is 
confused? Don’t you wonder how he gets even a dollar 
back? 





The promoters of the alleged one grand and universal 
elevated railroad system worked the deal with little or no 
money. 

They became directors of the Northwestern. They sold 
their bonds—$25,000,000 worth. With the money, they 
bought stock control of the Oak Park Elevated Railroad 
Co. 

This company actually owns the road, but stock control, 
practically 51 per cent., was vested in the Oak Park Rail- 
ways Co. 

This company, in turn, sold a minority interest in its 
own stock. The promoters made huge cash profits, and 
got control of a holding company which controls a com- 
pany that owned a railroad, and also owned control of a 
company that owned control of another company that 
owned another railroad. 


“This is the dog 

“That worried the cat, 

“That killed the rat 

“That ate the malt 

“That lay in the house that Jack built.” 





In this way a group is in control with about 1/16 of the 
stock. 


Oh, it is pretty! 

And when a man who put dollar for dollar into the orig- 
inal road asks a question, he is met by the sneering laugh 
of a crowd in control with nearly seven cents on the dol- 
lar invested. 





It is not politics. It is not economic weakness. The 
unrest of today is an awakening—a renewed courage to look 
into financial deviltry. 





For years, such men as Baer, Insull and others have 
sneered at evéry court and legislature. 

It is safe to say that sneers at minority stockholders 
may yet have a heavy penalty. 





I have said a great deal about the incompetency of 
trusts. 

The incompetency is due to the disposition of the or- 
ganization to make use of its relatives. Sons, sons-in-law, 
stepsons and all have to be supported. 

Being placed on the pay-roll by a pull, lacking incentive 
and the spur of necessity, they are unable to impress any 
strength of personality upon the output. 

That may sound strange, but in any manufactured out- 
put of any great success, you will find a strong man, or 


group of strong men. 





The latest family graft has recently been uncovered and 
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denied. But the following Pullman tie shows that there 
must be a little fire to this stockholder’s claim. 

Relatives, while they will fight among themselves, usually 
present a united front when it comes to financial deals with 
outsiders. . 





There is a great deal in this family pride. I once heard 
a man say that he knew but two smart Democrats. Need- 
less to say, they were his father and brother. 





Now the Pullman company is a paternal organization. 
It is a beautiful example of the blessings of monopoly. Hav- 
ing a monopoly, naturally lots of money is made and gen- 
erally more is made than needed. 

The stockholder, in his protest, claims that there are 
several outside firms which are favored with orders without 
due process of competition. 

No one can say, because that Pullman set of books would 
need two supreme courts before any minority stockholder 
should profane them with his vulgar eyes. 





Look at these coincidences: 

Acme Supply Co., yearly business $250,000, D. Dunbar, 
manager (son of Thomas Dunbar, mechanical manager at 
Pullman). 

General Railway Supply Co., yearly business $1,500,000. 
H. V. Morton, former secretary.to general manager of 
Pullman. 

Duner Co., yearly business $330,000, J. C. Duner, former 
secretary of company. 

U. S. Light & Heat Co., yearly business $2,500,000, W. F. 
Hungerford, son of general superintendent of Pullman. 
Dean, son of manager of Pullman company. 

Hale & Kilburne, yearly business $800,000, Thomas Dun- 
bar, Jr., son of mechanical manager. 

Peerless Rubber Co., yearly business $1,000,000, Lewis 
Hungerford, Jr., son of general superintendent of Pullman. 

Commonwealth Steel Co., yearly business $2,000,000, 
Harry Phlager, brother of assistant mechanical manager. 

McCord & Co., yearly business (?), Olive Runnels, son of 
president of Pullman company. 

So it goes! 

It is pretty soft to be the son of a big trust official, but 
it is pretty hard on the stockholder. No wonder he kicks! 

‘We wonder if it will do him any good. He can not 
prove anything because the Pullman company will fall 
back on the higher law. 


Here is another reason. The public does not have 
faith in the integrity of any person or combination of per- 
sons. 

Every time the affairs of any privileged concern are fully 
investigated, the public learns that its confidence is be- 
trayed. 


Trusts make future trouble in another way. They cre- 
ate families and greater social distinctions. They carry hap- 
piness to the few and misery to the many. They threaten 
us with socialism, which, while it is impractical, may over- 
turn conditions, to control and curb the activities of men. 

They are bringing it upon themselves. 


It is an old theory that if one sows the wind, he can but 
reap the whirlwind. 

There _is-no- whirlwind waiting for the corporations which 
have been built up for business purposes alone. 

No one disputes the right of a corporation to live. The 
corporate idea is a life-saving and labor-saving invention. 
It allows men of moderate fortune to band together to 
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the end that they may undertake industrial risks and not 
risk personal poverty. 

In so new a country as ours, so vast, too, we could not 
get along without corporate aid. But when a corporation 
becomes so great that it hopelessly intertwines judges and 
Legislatures, it can not resist the temptation to go beyond 
its legitimate rights. 

When it decides to wipe out competition, by means fair 
or foul, or to over-ride the rights of others, it needs the 
attention of the public. 


Might once made right—not only in theory, but in prac- 
tice. 

Today, might has less power to make right, and some day 
will have no power at all above ordinary justice. 

People have been such cheerful and complacent fools for 
sO many years that some of the would-be-trust managers 
conceived the divine-right idea, and of course flew the track. 

They have been running off the track so long that they 
are surprised by a command to get on. So they howl and 
weep in public places, little realizing that the world-laugh 
is on them! 


Large corporations are likely to run into paternalism. 
This soon degenerates into favoritism, sinecures and re- 
bates, and a loosening of morals, or common sense fibre. 

The controlling crowd fills the salaried positions and gets 
the cream. 

This is not confined to large corporations. I knew of a 
piano concern in a small town, paying no dividends, that 
pays a family nearly $40,000 a year in salaries. 

That is what causes corporation unrest. The investor 
dislikes to get an occasional 6 per cent. on his $100, when 
the holding company always makes $12 on the same hun- 
dred and then has something left. 


There is nothing dangerous. The minority stockholders 
are only becoming more inquisitive. Some day a per- 
emptory law will give them a chance. Then there will be 
real prosperity. 


MORAL.—The way of a minority stockholder is hard. 

Ohio Telephone Companies Show an Increase in Gross 
Receipts of $1,757,054 Over Last Year. 

Telephone companies all over Ohio have had a good 
year, as shown by reports of gross receipts filed with the 
state tax commission, which has certified them over to 
the state auditor for collection of the excise tax of 1.2 
per cent. Gross receipts are $13,515,171, against $11,758,017 
last year, an increase of $1,757,054. 

Comparative figures on the larger telephone companies, 
last year’s figures being given first, are: Cincinnati & Sub- 
urban Bell, $1,698,948, $1,857,076; Central Union Bell, of 
Columbus, $2,166,722, $2,516,797; Columbus _ Citizens, 
$329,079, $352,686; Cuyahoga, of Cleveland, $774,108, $869,- 
553; Cleveland Bell, $1,165,484, $1,440,556; Toledo Home, 
$384,953, $415,436; Home, of Dayton, $175,473, $194,119. 

The long-distance business of the Bell companies in 
Ohio is included in the report of the Central Union. This 
accounts for its figures being much larger than those of 
the Citizens. The United States Telephone Co. reports 
gross receipts of $458,848, against $437,572 in 1910. 








Michigan State Bell Dividends. 


The Michigan State (Bell) Telephone Co. has declared 
the regularly quarterly dividends on the common and 
preferred stock. The common dividend is 134 per cent., 
payable December 1; the preferred is 1% per cent., pay- 
able February 1, 1912. 
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New Independent Exchange Serves Famous Apple Country 


1200 Rural Subscribers in Wenatchee Valley Have Enviable Service Furnished by Progressive and Prosperous 
Local Company—Some Unusual Equipment Features—Automobile and Motorcycle Necessary Part of the 
Business—All Stockholders on Same Basis During Growth From $10,000 to $150,000 Capital 


By R. G. Wilcox 


The “Valley of the Big Red Apple” supports a thriving 
Independent telephone exchange. The Wenatchee central 
office of the Farmers Telephone & Telegraph Co. has re- 
cently been put in a new building of its own—made neces- 
sary by the rapid growth of the past, and big enough to 
provide for the expansion which the ever growing popula- 
tion and prosperity of this world famous district insure 
for the future. 

The new building is of brick with a paving brick front, 
60x45 ft., two stories high, with a full basement. In laying 
out the building ample space was provided for future addi- 
tional equipment up to the ultimate switchboard capacity. 

The second floor is arranged for the operating room, ter- 
minal room and a large operator’s retiring room which has 
comfortable furnishings, steel lockers, etc. It is kept sup- 
plied with current magazines for use of the operators dur- 
ing their rest periods. The operating room is 24x37 ft., 
With a 13 ft. ceiling, with ample windows for light and 
ventilation. The skylights are of the saw tooth variety, 


faced in such a manner that the rays of the sun never 
strike the glass directly. 
“INFORMATION” AT First “A” PosITION. 
The switchboard consists of four three-position, six panel 
sections. The first position is vacant except for multiples. 
The second position is equipped with 20 magneto line drops 


and jacks, 10 recording trunks, 10 toll-to-local transfer 
trunks, and 12 pairs of combination toll-to-toll or toll-to- 
local cord circuits. This position is used for information 
calls, and inasmuch as the operator completes the infor- 
mation calls, has an advantage over the usual method of 
handling such calls. Special connections such as magneto 
lines, trunks to the company’s Cashmere and Peshastin 
exchanges, fire and police alarms, are all handled from this 
position. 

The next five positions are each equipped with 120 line 
equipments of the double cut-off relay type, 15 pairs of 
cords with double supervision and four-party indicating 
keys. The remaining five positions are vacant—accounted 
for by the fact that, as the switchboard in the old ex- 
change was practically new, the reason for moving being 
that there was no room for additional equipment, it was 
deemed advisable to arrange the old sections for the re- 
ception of the newer and improved equipment and install 
them with the new switchboard to await the time when 
growth of business will bring them into use. Answering 
jacks, multiples, etc., from the old exchange were in good 
shape and are being held with a view to using them for a 
considerable part of the earlier installation of additional 
equipment as needed. 

In the terminal room are located the relay bays, inter- 
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Clean, Well Lighted Terminal Room at Wenatchee—Easy Maintenance is a Big Help Toward Perfect Service. 
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mediate and main distributing frames. Here, too, is room 
for additional apparatus up to the ultimate capacity of the 
exchange. The power plant, consisting of two Holtzer 
Cabot motor-generators, a two-panel Monson slate power 
board and two Holtzer Cabot harmonic converters, is also 
located in the terminal room. A wire chief’s desk with the 
usual test circuits, etc., is also placed in this room. A toll 
test panel is mounted over a phantom coil cabinet whieh is 
within reach of a man seated at the wire chief’s desk. 

The entire central office apparatus was furnished and in- 
stalled by the Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., of Rochester, N. Y. 

The business office is located at the front of the building 
on the first floor. A large fire proof vault is easily acces- 
sible from all parts of the business office, and here are 
utilized such labor saving devices and office appliances as 
will facilitate the keeping of records, accounts, etc. The 
fixtures used give the office an appearance which would be 
creditable to a bank. 

The toll switchboard room and waiting room are also in 
the front portion of the first floor. The toll switchboard 
is a five section multiple board equipped with the usual 
recording and transfer trunks, cord circuits, toll line circuits, 
calculagraphs, etc. A night booth with an entrance from 
the outside of the building is located in the vestibule of 
the main entrance, and is provided with a coin-collector, 
automatic light, and a telephone for toll use after the 
toll office is closed at night. At such times toll connec- 

















Attractive Home of a Prosperous Independent Company. 


tions are made from the annex position on the main 
switchboard. 
SPECIAL BATTERY FOR CONVERTERS. 

In the rear part of the first floor is a directors’ room, 
office for the superintendent of construction, an instrument 
repair shop, and a battery room. The present equipment 
of the storage battery room is one 120-ampere hour, 40 volt 
battery and one small 20 volt battery which operates the 
harmonic convertors. It has been found that this gives 
much better results than to operate the convertors direct 
from the exchange battery, as it takes the vibrator noise 
from the exchange battery and removes the necessity for 
the usual dry-cell auxiliary battery, which is a source of 
considerable trouble. By floating the 20 volt convertor bat- 
tery from the main battery through a resistance a constant 
voltage is obtained for the convertor no matter what the 
state of charge or discharge of main battery may be. This 
does away with end cell switches or counter e. m. f. cells, 
hence the convertor does not require any attention on ac- 
count of changes of voltage due to charging, etc. 

A full basement is provided with facilities for storing 
construction material, tools, etc. One corner is partitioned 
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off for the furnace room and coal storage. The natural 
slope of the lot on which the building stands leaves the 
basement floor level with the alley at the rear of the 
building, and the company’s automobile or wagons may 
be driven into the basement for loading or storage. 

The pole and wire plant covers the valley for a distance: 
of twenty miles in either direction. In order that the 
reader may get an idea of the nature of the country and 
understand how it is possible to get 1,200 rural subscribers 
within the Wenatchee Valley, which is not more than five 
miles wide at any point and will not average two miles 
wide for the 40 miles which are under cultivation, it may 
be well to explain that practically the whole of the valley 
which is now under cultivation is divided into five and ten 
acre ranches which are almost wholly given to fruit raising. 
On account of the small area of the individual ranches it 
may be seen that the country is more thickly populated 
than the average farming country. This makes the farm- 
ers’ business very desirable from a construction point of 
view. Also it is not difficult to convince the grower of 
perishable fruit that he needs a telephone to keep posted 
on market conditions. 

SPECIAL FEATURES OF RURAL LINES. 

The class of service furnished to the farmers is 8-party 
code ringing. Magneto farmers’ lines have in nearly all 
cases been replaced with common battery signaling and 
local battery talking telephones, using 1,600 ohm ringers.” 
It has been the experience of the Wenatchee company that 
these have several features of advantage over magneto 
lines. A saving in the cost of telephones and cost of 
maintenance is made by the omission of generators while a 
condenser cut in the ringer circuits of a long and heavily 
loaded rural line boosts transmission to a very appreciable 
extent. Any trouble shows up at once, while with a mag- 
neto line attention is not likely to be called to trouble un- 
til an irate farmer drives in and wants to “physically chas- 
tise” the wire chief. The common battery signaling feature 
gives the farmers’ line the same operation as a local line. 
No calls need be trunked from a magneto to local switch- 
board, or vice versa. One operator completes and super- 
vises the connection. Here again is a saving in transmis- 
sion as no repeating coils are needed in the connecting 
cords between rural and local lines. 


Use BotH AUTOMOBILE AND MOTORCYCLE. 

An automobile and a motorcycle utilized by the trouble 
men not only insure the farmer prompt repairs in case of 
trouble, but have proven economical from a standpoint of 
labor saved, while the promptness with which trouble is 
cleared goes far toward rendering good service. 

The residence service within the city limits is on four- 
party and individual lines. The four-party lines are be- 
ing changed as fast as possible from code ringing to: 
harmonic selective signaling. The rental is raised 25 cents 
per month with a change to selective signals. Subscribers 
generally seem willing to pay more for the improved ser- 
vice, and orders for selective lines are placed faster than 
they can be completed. 

The business portion of town is made up of two-party 
non-selective and individual lines. A few four-party busi- 
ness lines remain on account of old contracts, but new 
four-party business contracts are discouraged. 

THROUGH CABLING AND ALLEY CONSTRUCTION. 

The cable plant covers the town in a very thorough man- 
ner and consists of about eight miles of cable, ranging 
from 300 to 25 pair cable. The recent policy of the com- 
pany is to put, as nearly as possible, all pole lines in the 
alleys. This should insure it against being forced to build 
underground for some time. What open wire construction 
it has is in excellent condition and the percentage of 
trouble is very small. 
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The Farmers’ Telephone & Telegraph Co. is now oper- 


ating nearly 1,800 telephones, 200 of them are served from 


its Cashmere exchange, located 12 miles from Wenatchee, 
and 50 of them are operated from the Peshastin exchange, 
18 miles from Wenatchee. Private branch exchange and 
intercommunicating business has been solicited with very 
good success. Several private circuits are leased to business 
concerns which have store rooms in both or all three 
towns. Phantom coils have been utilized for this business 
and for trunk lines between exchanges with a consider- 
able saving in construction. 

The Farmers Telephone & Telegraph Co. was organized 
October 27, 1903, with $10,000 authorized capital stock, the 
par value of each share being $50. The capital stock was 
increased to $50,000 in 1905 and to $150,000 in 1910. It was 
originally and continues to the present date a purely local 
organization in every sense. The par value of stock con- 
tinues today as originally. At no time has this stock been 
sold for less than par value. Every year has shown a 
prosperous growth with satisfactory earnings for the stock- 
holders. Two cash dividends of 8 per cent. have been paid, 
also a stock dividend of 30 per cent. from the surplus earn- 
ings was paid a short time ago, being credited pro rata 
to the shareholders. — 
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Handling Calls of Wenatchee Apple Growers. 


The officers of the company are Mrs. Z. A. Lanham, pres- 
ident; Geo. J. Miller, vice-president; Chas. Owen, treas- 
urer; H. C. Littlefield, secretary and manager. All of 
these men are old residents of the valley and have the 
confidence and respects of the general public. 





A Blotter for Advertising Purposes. 

The Port Lavaca Telephone Co., Port Lavaca, Texas, is dis- 
tributing an advertising blotter which should attract attention. 
It is yellow, about five by twelve inches in size, and is strik- 
ingly printed in red and black. At the top, in heavy type is 
the admonition: “Now is the time to have a phone installed 
in your home for the winter.” The center space is given up 
to Devoe’s weather forecasts for several months. Below the 
cost is analyzed, as follows: “Five cents for twenty-four hours 
—one-fifth of a cent an hour for a servant who will get your 
groceries, meats, butter and eggs, milk, doctor, drugs, etc., etc., 
etc. Never gets tired—always on the job.” 





Telephone Girl Saves Portugese Republic. 

A quick-witted telephone girl at Vinhaes is said to have 
perhaps saved the. Portuguese republic recently. Before 
the battle at Vinhaes this girl, from the window of her 
little office, saw the approach of the Royalist army. Quick 
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to realize the importance of the invasion, she called up 
the authorities at Braganza, and succeeded in notifying 
them that the Royalists were entering the city. 

Hardly had this message gone out of Vinhaes before 
the advancing Royalists cut the wires. As a result of the 
girl’s act the Republicans were able to surprise the Royal- 
ists by an attack in the rear, which later grew into a defeat. 





George Markham Appointed General Contract Agent for 
Illinois Tunnel Company’s System. 

George Markham has been appointed general contract 
manager of the telephone department of the Illinois Tun- 
nel Co. Mr. Markham was formerly special agent for the 
Chicago Telephone Co. 
His resignation to fill his 
present place closes a 
period of eight years’ 
service. Prior to his 
connection with the Chi- 
cago Telephone Com- 
pany he was contract 
agent for the Kinloch 
Telephone Co. in St. 
Louis, in which position 
he served nine years, 
covering the period of 
that company’s. struggle 
for supremacy over the 
Bell company. 

When asked about his 
policy relating to work 
in his new field, he said, 
“The Illinois Tunnel Co. 
wants contracts that 
stick and that is the kind 
I am going to get’ I be- George Markham. 
lieve in being on the square with the public, and in doing 
this I know I am best serving the interest of the company. 
No contract manager has the time, if he runs his depart- 
ment right, to go out after contracts personally, except 
occasionally to close some big deals. He must organize 
the means, he must know how to choose good men, and 
build his force into a smooth running machine. He must 
keep his machine oiled with enthusiasm and believe in the 
work. This kind of lubrication is as important in a busi- 
ness organization as it is in any other machine.” 




















Enormous Austrian Demand for Telephone Service —New 
Territory Being Covered. 

Vienna, Austria, and the entire territory in lower Aus- 
tria is being equipped with telephone lines and exchanges. 
In about thirty towns, telephone service will be estab- 
lished for the first time, while in sixteen others new in- 
stallations are already under way, and partly completed. 
The public call for telephone conveniences is very ex- 
tensive. 

The appropriation for telephone extensions next year 
will have to be many million kronen in excess of that 
allotted this year. As a consequence of the cable-laying 
operations in progress in Vienna, Lower Austria and the 
several Crown lands, valuable orders for material are be- 
ing placed by the Post and Telegraph Administration. 
Capacity of European cable factories does not permit of 
immediate completion of orders. About 6,000,000 kronen 
will be spent on apparatus at once. 

The L. M. Ericsson Telephone Manufacturing Co., which 
lately founded an affiliated company in France, has now 
concluded negotiations to form similar companies in Aus- 
tria and Hungary, with the assistance of Swedish, Aus- 
trian and Hungarian banks. 
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Stephen V. Cook Dies After a Long Life of Activity and 
Accomplishment—a Pioneer in Field. 

Stephen V. Cook, father of Frank B. Cook, Chicago, died at 
his home in that city on October 21. Mr. Cook was eighty-six 
years old at the time of his death.-He is survived by a widow, 
four sons, a daughter, eight grandchildren and five great- 
grandchildren. The sons are Frank B., James A. and Clar- 
ence E., of Chicago; and Edward L., of Monroe, Mich. The 
daughter is Mrs. T. N. Wilson, of Chicago. 

In the early days of telephony Stephen B. Cook was iden- 
tified with the movement, all of his sons having followed in 
his footsteps during a period of thirty years. During his life 
Mr. Cook invented and patented a number of mechanical de- 
vices which came into extensive use. This genius for inven- 
tion was inherited by his sons, as is evidenced by the large 
number of patents bearing their names. 





Mr. and Mrs. Stephen V. Cook. 


Mr. Cook has lived in Chicago for the past twelve years 
and has taken an active part in affairs until within the last 
two years. The accompanying portrait of himself and his 
wife was taken only a few months ago and presents a very 
good likeness of each. 





The Operator and Her Attitude Toward Her Duties as a 
Part of a Bublic Service Organization.* 
By W. E. A. Nottorf. 

In order to better understand the necessity of organization 
let us assume that the purpose of organization is funda- 
mentally to amalgamate or combine the many forces or 
interests which exist into a composite working force, so 
that the sum of all the separate efforts may be utilized in 
achieving a definite purpose. 

In earlier times, when the demands of the public were 
small, most industrial lines:(there were no utilities) were 
conducted on a small scale by “one man concerns.” But 
as time went on the public increased its demands and the 
one man concerns grew to organizations of many people. 

The demands of the public created the telephone busi- 
ness. To handle the traffic in a uniform and satisfactory 
manner to all classes alike, the adoption of rules for the 
information and guidance of members of a telephone or- 
ganization were. found necessary. The character of the 
service will reflect the amount of effort each individual 
puts forth to observe these rules and to make that service 
uniform in character. 

Probably one of the most difficult features of an opera- 
tor’s training is that part which has for its object the plac- 
ing of the operator in the organization as a single unit of 
a more or less complex body, whose accomplishment of 





*Abstract of a paper read at a meeting of operators of the 
Topeka Independent ‘Telephone Company. 
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any purpose must depend upon the united efforts of all 
members of the body. 

A classified daily account is kept of all features of the 
service which will indicate by their increase that there is 
inefficiency somewhere. If complaints and service tests 
indicate a weakness in our service at some point, it be- 
comes necessary to devise some means of bringing the con- 
ditions back to normal. If disconnects are too numerous, 
or the average time of answering calls is too slow, it is 
obvious that it would be impossible for us to talk to each 
operator personally and ask her assistance in applying a 
remedy. At such a time an appeal to the operators as a 
body is the only practicable method of procedure, and the 
organization will show its mettle by the manner in which 
it applies the remedy. 

In a great many instances these matters are brought to 
the supervisors for betterment, and here is where an EF- 
FICIENT organization will line up solidly with the super- 


visor for what she is trying to accomplish, realizing that - 


her work is directed along some definite plan, by co-opera- 
tion between the operators and the supervisor the worth 
of all is enhanced. 

If one is to spend a portion of her time at some sort of 
employment, why should not that time be spent in a well- 
directed manner that will accomplish the most good, and 
result in increasing the worth of the employe to the em- 
ployer. An operator may strive diligently and conscien- 
tiously to render the best of service to her subscribers, but 
unless she accepts a broad view of her work and her rela- 
tions with her co-workers, she limits her usefulness. 

The friendly, yet businesslike-relation which should ex- 
ist between the operator and the supervisor is not diffic- 
cult to understand; and when understood and practised, it 
promotes a quality of “team work” between the two that 
is of the greatest value. 

The telephone business is yet in its infancy. No other 
utility has enjoyed the rapid development or fulfills in so 
large a degree the usefulness as the telephone. Whether 
you and I have been in telephone work ten months or ten 
years, we are still in a state of development. We are yet 
in school, the school of experience; and to profit to the 
fullest by our experiences we must be eager for, and will- 
ing to accept the training which is held out to us. 

I have touched in a way on what I consider should be 
the attitude of the individual operator to the operating 
organization as a whole, and it would seem that there are 
two factors necessary for an operator’s success. 

One of these factors must center in the operator, and 
must disclose itself in an earnest desire to become efficient, 
and to accept in good faith the training and suggestions 
which are given for her guidance and benefit. 

The second factor constitutes the telephone company, 
and upon it devolves the impartial distribution of reward 
for merit in the form of salary increases. 

One thing which should impress you, I believe, is the fact 
that you are in the service of the big company, the Home 
company, and that your efforts have had, and will continue 
to have, an influence for good on this company’s reputation 
for rendering more and better telephone service than any 
competitor can offer. 





Cheaper Rental for Stockholders. 

At Portage, Wis., the People’s Teephone Co. has brought 
suit against nine stockholders to recover rentals of tele- 
phones and also assessments to the amount of $30 or $35 
each. The case involves the validity of a stipulation in the 
stock certificates of the company fixing $9 a year as the 
maximum. rental of telephones to stockholders. It is con- 
tended by the company that this stipulation constitutes an 
‘Negal discrimination under the public utilities law. 
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The Balance of Power in a National Telephone Situation 


Ohio Commission Charged With Vast Responsibility Under New Law and Peculiar Conditions Existing in That 
State—Treatment of Most Complex Questions in Telephone Industry to be Forced Upon Three 
Men Without Telephone Experience—Life Histories of the Commissioners 


By Franklin H. Reed 


The gravest and most complex problems which have ever 
arisen in the telephone industry will come for solution to 
three men in Ohio, members of the public utilities commis- 
sion of that state. They were given regulative power over the 
telephone utilities by the last legislature. The reasonableness 
of their decisions will affect the public welfare, the growth 
and methods of operating one of the most necessary of pub- 
lic utilities, not alone in their own state, but throughout the 
country. They can accomplish a tremendous amount of good, 
or work incalculable damage. 

That is why these men are figures of national interest in 
the telephone world, where the complex elements of “The 
Ohio Situation” have been a subject of discussion for two 
years past. 

O. P. Gothlin, chairman of the commission, was born in 
Cincinnati in 1853. In 1866 his parents moved to Dayton. He 
was educated in the public schools of these two cities. He 
taught school in 1874-5-6. From 1876 to 1880 he was reporter 
on the Dayton Daily Journal. Then he went into the com- 
mercial freight office of the Northwestern railroad at Chicago 
as a stenographer. During a part of the year 1881 he was 
stenographer in the office of the Chicago branch of the 
Standard Oil Co. In 1882 he went back to the Northwestern 
road as stenographer for the freight traffic manager. In 1883 
ne was appointed traveling freight agent for the Northwest- 
ern, his territory being Ohio, Indiana, Pennsylvania and the 
southern states east of the Mississippi. In 1886 he became 
commercial agent of the Wisconsin Central Railway with of- 
fices at Pittsburg. In 1889 he became general agent for the 
Wisconsin Central and Northern Pacific Railways with offices 
at Cincinnati. After eight years of service there he was made 
general agent of the Wisconsin Central Railway at Chicago. 


The National Cash Register Co., at Dayton, Ohio, wanted a 
traffic manager in 1898, and Mr. Gothlin took the job. This 
position he retained until appointed a member of the Rail- 
road Commission of Ohio in july, 1906. 

O. H. Hughes is a native of Highland county, Ohio, where 
he was reared and lived until he took up his duties as adjutant 
general of Ohio in Columbus. He was graduated from.the 
Cincinnati Law School in 1889 and begun the practice of law 
in Hillsboro, Ohio, at once. In 1896 he was elected probate 
judge of Highland county and was re-elected twice afterward, 
making an incumbency of nine years in all, 

He was appointed adjutant general of Ohio by Governor 
John M. Pattison in 1906 and after the death of Governor 
Pattison was appointed on the Railroad Commission in 1906 
by Governor Andrew L. Harris. He was reappointed to the 
commission in 1911 for a term of five years, which makes his 
term expire in 1916. 

John C. Sullivan has been in the railroad service from his 
boyhood. He began work as a lad on the gravel train on the 
old “Cross-Cut,” now a part of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
He afterward “broke” and, by steady application rose to the 
position of conductor. Mr. Sullivan, even then, had a hanker- 
ing for the machinery end of his train, and quitting the rear 
end, went to work as a fireman. He was in due course pro- 
moted to the engineer’s seat, running for several years be- 
tween Buffalo and Oil City. Along in the early part of 1886 
Mr. Sullivan answered the many invitations of his friends who 
had come West by going with the C., H. & D. Ry. Co. as 
an engineer. For many years he handled the fast passenger 
train on that road from Cincinnati to Indianapolis, until his 
promotion, in 1899, to the position of traveling engineer, in 
which capacity Mr. Sullivan was attached to the C., H. & D. 
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Ry. when he was appointed a member of the Railroad Com- 
mission of Ohio in 1909. . 

Mr. Sullivan, though a man of vast experience in railroad 
work, is still young, and has, within a year, taken unto him- 
self a bride and built a handsome home in Walla Halla Park, 
one of the fashionable suburbs of the city of Colum- 
bus. 





Bell Telephone Call Records Challenged in Baltimore Rate 
Hearings of Commission. 

The intention of the Maryland Public Utilities Commis- 
sion to entirely abolish the flat rates adversely criticized 
in the reperts of its experts had been stated prior to hear- 
ings which were held on October 19 and 20. It was thought 
that these would be final hearings, but some matters which 
developed caused the commission to put the matter over 
until Thursday of this week, when the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and other representative trade organizations in 
Baltimore were to appear before the Public Service Com- 
mission. 

F. H. Bethell, vice-president of the Chesapeake & Poto- 
mac Telephone Co., answered numerous questions asked 
by persons in attendance. 

Chairman Ambler said that there had been complaints 
about the telephone company keeping account of the calls. 
Mr. Bethell replied that he does not think anyone believes 
the company wants to charge more than is proper, but on 
the other hand the loss occasioned by the operators fail- 
ing to register the calls from limited telephones is about 1% 
per cent. 

Frederick Wright, representing the Robert S. Green Co., 
on October 20, produced a sensation. On the previous day 
he said that he had made an experiment and wanted to use 
the result in the investigation. He said that he had made 
a certain number of calls from Gilmor 775 to St Paul 1228, 
and he got connections a certain number of times. He 
wrote out the figures and they were sealed in an envelope. 
Mr. Bethell said that he would have the official records of 
these calls produced next day. On the following day Mr. 
Wright was on hand with his envelope, and the company 
had its record of calls. A newspaper report says: 

“Mr. Wright’s statement, backed up by witnesses, showed 
that he had called nine times and had gotten connection 
but once. Therefore, if he was credited with connections 
three times, he was charged for two that he did not re- 
ceive, ; 

“This showing made a decided impression on the com- 
mission and there was some excited argument. between 
the company’s employes and Mr. Wright and his friends, 
but in the argument the company seemed to get decidedly 
the worst of it. Mr. Wright also stated that he had called 
a certain other number three times, but the records of the 
company did not indicate that any such call had been made. 

“The officials of the company in endeavoring to explain 
the discrepancy between their figures and those of Mr. 
Wright, said that when calls are made from one station 
in rapid succession, only one ticket, indicating that the 
line is ‘busy’ is made. To this Mr. Wright declared that 
he had spent two hours in making the nine calls, at inter- 
vals at times of from fifteen to twenty minutes. 

“The impression was that this little exhibit will have a 
marked influence on the commission’s attitude toward the 
new rates and may have the effect of preventing the abolition 
of the flat-rate service until some accurate mechanical meas- 
uring device is installed which will do away with the con- 
troversies between the company and its customers. Ac- 
cording to the present plans, the company is the final ar- 
biter in all disputes between itself and its customers on 
such points, and the customer must pay according to the 
company’s count.” 
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Oklahoma Commission Orders Physical Connection—Re- 
duces Rates for Poor Service. 

The Oklahoma Corporation Commission has issued an 
order directing the Willow Telephone Co. to connect with 
the Mangum Telephone Co. from Willow to Mangum. 

An order with some unusual conditions has been made 
by- the Oklahoma commission in connection with the com- 
plaint made by business men of Muskogee in regard to 
the service given in that city by the Pioneer company. 
In addition to directing that the company shall give ade- 
quate service at all times and that the order take effect 
in thirty days from October 17, the order provides that 
“the bill presented to all subscribers of the exchange at 
Muskogee on November 1, 1911, shall be reduced one-third 
of the customary prices charged.” ~~, 

The commission states that “the defendant asked that 
in any event if an order was made in the case requiring 
it to give adequate service that the order should not take 
effect for thirty days, that it may have time to properly 
reorganize the force so that adequate service might be 
rendered. If the service is in such condition that it re- 
quires thirty days to put it in shape, the people of Mus- 
kogee should not be required to pay full price for such 
telephone service juring this time.” 


California Railroad Commission Authorized to Regulate 
Telephone Business. 

The telephone business of California was placed under 
the jurisdiction of the State Railroad Commission, which 
now has enlarged powers under an amendment to the con- 
stitution authorized by special election on October 10. 

The commission will henceforth have jurisdiction over 
all public utilities. 

Its powers include authority to supervise and regulate 
rates and service. In communities where boards of su- 
pervisors or municipal councils already have authority over 
rates and service, such powers may be retained by the 
local body, or conferred upon the railroad commission, in 
accordance with the will of the people, duly expressed at 
an election. 

A second constitutional amendment allows the munici- 
pal ownership and operation of public utilities. The com- 
mission is increased from three to five members and the 
office is made appointive by the governor instead of elect- 
ive, and the term becomes six years instead of four. A 
Senate constitutional amendment deals with employers’ 
liability. — 








Ohio Commission Claims Appraisal Right. 

There will be no telephone mergers in Ohio unless the valu- 
ations of property involved are listed, corroborated by official 
inquiry and approved by the Public Service Commission of the 
state. This has been definitely stated at the Public Service De- 
partment, where it was positively declared that, despite the fact 
of a difference of opinion as to the commission’s authority to 
appraise property to be merged, it is empowered specifically 
with the authority to approve or disapprove. According to the 
contentions of the attorneys for telephone companies proposing 
consolidations the commission has no power of appraisement 
where there is an agreement for the exchange of business be- 
tween the concerns not involving an absolute elimination of 
competition. 

Suffolk Independent Bought by Bell. 

The Southern Bell Telephone & Telegraph Co. has taken over 
the properties of the Atlantic Coast Telephone Co., of Suffolk, 
Va. Telephone users were not consulted as to the desirability 
of the merger and the ordinance authorizing it was, it is charged 
by the Norfolk Pilot, railroaded through the council without 
previous warning. Rates are increased by the new ordinance. 
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Department of Railway Telephony 


Standard Specifications for Line Crossings, Which Must be Observed by Wire Using Companies—Adopted by 
Association of Railway Telegraph Superintendents , A. I. E. E., and National Electric Light Association at 
Their Most Recent Conventions, and Approved by Large Telephone and Telegraph Companies 


Specifications for Overhead Crossings of Electric Light 
and Power Lines.* 
FACTORS OF SAFETY. 
34. The ultimate unit stress divided by the allowable unit 
stress shall not be less than the following: 
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{nsulators, conductor attachments, guys.............eeee0.. 3 
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Reinforced concrete poles and crossarms................4. 4 
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NOTE—tThe use of treated wooden poles and crossarms is 
recommended. The treatment of wooden poles and cross- 
arms should be by thorough impregnation with preserva- 
tives eby either closed or open-tank process. For poles, 
except in the case of yellow pine, the treatment need not 
extend higher than a point two feet above the ground 
line. 

35. Insulators: Insulators for line voltages of less than 9,000 
shall not flash over at four times the normal working voltage, 
under a precipitation of water of one-fifth of an inch (%”) 
per minute, at an inclination cf 45 degrees to the axis of the 
insulator. 

36. Each separate part of a built-up insulator, for line volt- 
ages over 9,000, shall be subjected to the dry flash-over test 
of that part for five (5) consecutive minutes. 

37. Each assembled and cemented insulator shall be subject- 
ed to its dry flash-over test for five (5) consecutive minutes. 

The dry flash-over test shall not be less than: 


Line Voltage. Test Voltage. 


Exceeding 9,000 but not exceeding 14,000.............. 65,000 
Exceeding 14,000 but not exceeding 27,000.............. 100,000 
Exceeding 27,000 but not exceeding 35,000.............. 125,000 
Exceeding 35,000 but not exceeding 47,000.............. 150,000 
Exceeding 47,000 but not exceeding 60,000.............. 180,000 
COI. GOO. 6 in ices dares nceweceesw se 3 times line voltage 


38. Each insulator shall further be so designed that, with 
excessive potential, failure will first occur by flash-over and not 
by puncture. Each assembled insulator shall be subjected to a 
wet flash-over test, under a precipitation of water of one-fifth 
of an inch (%”) per minute, at an inclination of forty-five de- 
grees (45°) to the axis of the insulator. 

The wet flash-over test shall be not less than: 

Line Voltage. Test Voltage. 


Exceeding 9,000 but not exceeding 14,000.............. 40,000 
Exceeding 14,000 but not exceeding 27,000.............. 60,000 
Exceeding 27,000 but not exceeding 35,000.............. 80,000 
Exceeding 35,000 but not exceeding 47,000.............. 100,000 
Exceeding 47,000 but not exceeding 60,000.............. 120,000 
ee a | | Twice the line voltage 


39. Test voltages above 35,000 volts shall be determined by 
the A. I. E. E. Standard Spark-Gap Method. 

40. Test voltages below 35,000 volts shall be determined by 
transformer ratio. 

MATERIAL. 

41. Conductors: The conductors shall be of copper, alumi- 
num, or other non-corrodible material, except that in excep- 
tionally long spans, where the required mechanical strength 
cannot be obtained with the above materials, galvanized or 
copper covered steel strand may be used. 


*Continued from issue of October 21, 1911. 





42. For voltages not exceeding 750 volts, solid or stranded 
conductors may be used up to and including 4/0 in size; above 
4/0 in size, stranded conductors shall be used. For voltages 
exceeding 750 volts, and not exceeding 5,000 volts, solid or 
stranded conductors may be used up to and including 2/0 in 
size; above 2/0 in size, conductors shall be stranded. For 
voltages exceeding 5,000 volts, all conductors shall be stranded. 
Aluminum conductors for all voltages and sizes shall be 
stranded. 

The minimum size of conductors shall be as follows: 

No. 6 B. & S. gauge copper for voltages not exceeding 5,000 
volts. 

No. 4 B. & S. gauge copper for voltages exceeding 5,000 
volts. 

No. 1 B. & S. gauge aluminum for all voltages. 

43. Insulators: Insulators shall be of porcelain for voltages 
exceeding 5,000 volts. 

44, Strain insulators for guys shall have an ultimate strength 
of not less than twice that of the guy in which placed. Strain 
insulators shall be so constructed that the guy wires holding 
the insulator in position will interlock in case of the failure 
of the insulator. 

Strain insulators for guys shall not flash over at four times 
the maximum line voltage under a precipitation of water of 
one-fifth of an inch (%”) per minute, at an inclination of 
forty-five degrees (45°) to the axis of the insulator. 

45. Pins: For voltages of 5,000 and over, insulator pins 
shall be of steel, wrought iron, malleable iron, or other ap- 
proved metal or alloy, and shall be galvanized, or otherwise 
protected from corrosion. 

46. Guys: Guys shall be galvanized or copper covered, 
stranded steel cable, not less than + inch in diameter, or gal- 
vanized rolled rods of equivalent tensile strength. 

47. Guys to the ground shall connect to a galvanized anchor 
rod, extending at least one foot above the ground level. 

48. The detail of the anchorage shall be definitely shown upon 
the plans. 

49. Wooden Poles: Wooden poles shall be of selected tim- 
ber, peeled, free from defects which would decrease their 
strength or durability, not less than seven (7) inches mini- 
mum diameter at the top, and meeting the requirements as 
specified in paragraphs 17, 30, 31 and 34. 

50. Concrete: All concrete and concrete material shall be 
in accordance with the requirements of the Report of the Joint 
Committee on Concrete and Reinforced Concrete. 


(To be Continued.) 





New Equipment for New York Central and B. & O. 

The New York Central Railroad, the first railway in the 
world to install and put in service selective telephone 
train dispatching, has recently received from the United 
States Electric Co. of New York 249 selector box out- 
fits which will be used in the extension of its system over 
twelve circuits. These selectors, as are others in service 
on that road, are the Gill bridging telephone selectors and 
are arranged for ringing the signal bell with the main line 
battery. 

The Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, also an extensive user 
of Gill selective telephone dispatching apparatus, has 
placed orders with the United States Electric Co. for 96 
box outfits, equally divided between train wire and mes- 
sage circuit equipment. The message circuit outfit has the 
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intercommunicating features and is equipped for time 
transmission. 

The entire order is for the local battery type and in ad- 
dition an existing circuit of 27 main line bells is to be 
changed to the local battery type. The auxiliary apparatus 
in this order includes 29 of the United States Electric Co.’s 
new universal intercommunicating calling keys, 110 of the 
company’s new jack type test panels, 69 blocking sets, 30 
switching cabinets and a full equipment of dispatchers’ 
terminal apparatus or signaling sets, keys for switching 
the dispatcher’s telephone from the train to the message 
wire, and vacuum lightning arresters for protection of the 
apparatus from high potential currents. 





Railway Signal Engineers Hold Annual Convention. 


The sixteenth annual convention of the Railway Signal 
Association was held at the Hotel Antlers, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., October 10, 11 and 12. Reports of the com- 
mittees on wires and cables, electric signaling for electric 
railways, and on storage batteries, were of special interest. 
The committee on storage batteries during the past year 
has devoted considerable attention to the preparation of 
specifications for portable cells of the all-lead type designed 
to be transported to central charging stations for recharg- 
ing and for use in operating electric signals, control and 
line circuits, etc. ; 

The meeting is reported to have been one of especial 
interest, and an exceedingly !arge number were in attend- 
ance. J. W. Barney’s article on the Erie signal system, 
which was recently published in TELEPHONY, attracted much 
attention at the meeting. 

The newly elected officers are: C. C. Anthony, Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad Company, Philadelphia, Pa., president; B. 
H. Mann, Missouri Pacific Railway, and F. P. Patenall, 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, vice-presidents, and C. C. 
Rosenberg, secretary-treasurer. Quebec, Canada, was se- 
lected as the place for the next annual meeting, which will 
be held in September, 1912. 





Public Relations Discussed at Chicago Electric Club. 

H. O. Seymour, general agent for public relations of the 
Chicago Telephone Co., was the speaker at. the meeting 
of the Electric Club, Chicago, October 25. His discussion 
of the topic, “Corporate Public Relations’ was based upon 
the general principle that difficulties and embarrassments 
to which corporations are subjected by adverse public feel- 
ing, will eventually be eliminated by educating the public 
in the real conditions under which the utilities carry on 
their business. 

Kempster B. Miller gave a specific instance where under 
monopoly conditions the public utility corporations were 
exceedingly lax and oppressive until there was great pub- 
lic unrest, and competition was established. Under com- 
petition the utilities have been more careful in their treat- 
ment of the public and feeling is slowly swinging back 
toward an attitude of co-operation. 

Other speakers who commented briefly on the subject 
were Mr. Foster of the Commonwealth-Edison company, 
and W. R. Abbott of the Chicago Telephone Co., and 
an interesting closing talk was made by Homer E. Niesz, 
president of the Electric Club. 





Tarkio, Missouri, Independent Scores Advance. 

The Tarkio Home (Independent) Telephone Co., Tarkio, 
Mo., reports a rapid growth during the last ten months, under 
the able management of E. O.. Turner, formerly of Whitehall, 
Ill. The city exchange is one of the best built in the country, 
its reconstruction having been under the charge of J. H. Derry, 
wire chief. The company is one of the Gary properties. 


TELEPHONY 





Vol. 61, No. 18. 


Death of Edward Willard Peck. 

Edward Willard Peck, vice-president of the Stromberg- 
Carlson Telephone Manufacturing Co., Rochester, N. Y.,, 
died recently—age, 66 years. 

Mr. Peck was an active participant in the business life of 
Rochester. In addition to his connection with the Strom- 
berg-Carlson company, he was a director of the Rochester 
Telephone Co., secretary-treasurer of the Co-operative 





Edward Willard Peck, 


Foundry Co., president of both the Standard and the New 
York State Sewer Pipe companies, and a trustee and direc- 
tor in the Monroe County Savings Bank and the Lincoln 
National Bank. 

As vice-president of the Stromberg-Carlson company, 
Mr. Peck was a great help to that company. His advice 
and judgment was sought and respected; and he was re- 
sponsible for the entry of Mr. F. N. Kondolph, president 
of the Stromberg-Carlson company, into the Independent 
telephone manufacturing field. The loss of Mr. Peck is 
deeply regretted by the Stromberg-Carlson people, because 
of the interest he took in the work and of his help in push- 
ing that company to a prominent place in the telephone 
field. 





Paris, France, Telephone System to be Improved. 
The Paris, France telephone system is to be materially ex- 
tended and improved, $2,333,540 having been appropriated. 














Letters on Practical Subjects 


Where to Look for Profits in By-Products. 
By H. R. Van Deventer, 


A large proportion of the equipment in the average tele- 
phone exchange is idle for a considerable portion of time 
in each 24 hours. Any plan that will utilize this equip- 
ment during such idle time will naturally result in in- 
creased revenue that will help to bear capital charges. 

The selling of time service affords one solution of this 
problem, and it is a particularly good one for small and 
medium size exchanges. 

[he master clock is installed in the central office and a 
secondary clock is connected to the telephone wires at 
the subscriber’s station. This secondary clock requires 
no winding, being automatically timed, corrected, and set 
from the central office. The installation of even a dozen 
oi these clocks in a small exchange represents so small 
an investment that the service will pay handsomely. 

In many small manufacturing plants it devolves on one 
man to stop his work and blow the whistle for 12 o’clock. 
It is very easy to arrange one of these clocks so that the 
whistle will be blown automatically, and this saves a man 
quitting work about 10 minutes of 12 and getting ready 
to blow the whistle. 

A system has been devised whereby, at night, the tele- 
phone line is thrown over to a simple fire and burglar 
alarm circuit. Ii case of fire the line lamp lights and 
flashes intermittently in a peculiar way, which the operator 
knows means fire. Or when another kind of signal is 
flashed the operator knows it means burglars. 

The increased revenue derived from this source repre- 
sents a respectable amount. This system is particularly 
applicable to suburban exchanges where the police patrol 
system is not adequate to cover the scattered section prop- 
erly. , 

Considerable progress has been made abroad in furnish- 
ing stock reports, music, etc., over telephone lines not 
actually busy. By simply taking the receiver off the hook 
one can listen to the opera. Pushing a button calls in 
the operator, and the line may be used in the ordinary 
manner. Of course such a scheme as this would require 
considerable extra equipment, and it is doubtful if the 
revenue derived would be sufficient to warrant the ex- 
pense in many cities. 

It is perfectly feasible, however, for small rural ex- 
changes to derive a revenue from daily crop _ reports, 
weather reports, etc., which can be easily furnished by 
telephone. 

It could be understood that between the hours of 6 and 
7 central would call up and give the weather report. 
Some exchanges are already furnishing such a_ service 
without extra charge, and it is very popular. . 

Just as the telegraph companies have found that the 


night and day letter schemes have enabled them to keep. 


their plants working longer hours, thereby increasing 
their income without correspondingly increasing total 
costs, just so the telephone plant can be kept going the 
entire 24 hours. When the line is not actually in use for 
talking, say at night, it can be connected to the fire or 
burglar alarm. Early in the morning, or, in fact, at any 
idle time during the day, it can be used for weather re- 
ports, grain and stock quotations, cotton market reports, 
etc., and telephone managers should soon begin to pay at- 
tention to this point and to devise methods whereby the 
plant will be working all the time and performing service 
which can be made the basis of charges continuously in- 
stead of occasionally. 

4 





Keeping the Subscribers’ Accounts. 


The accompanying sheet from our loose leaf subscribers’ 
ledger, is somewhat similar to the system of accounts 
used by the Benton Independent Telephone Co., described 
in TELEPHONY of September 9. 

We have about the same number of subscribers as the 
Benton company, and find the system we employ satisfac- 
tory, keeping no rental account other than this. We do 
not employ a collector. Subscribers are billed January 1, 
April 1, July 1 and October 1, for three months in ad- 
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vance, and we allow a discount of fifty cents per quarter, 
if bills are paid on or before the 20th of the first month. 
Our rates are $18, $22 and $26 per year for the different 
classes of service. We have found that this system works 
out very satisfactorily. 
North East, Pa. A. I. Loop, Megr., 
North East Independent Telephone Co. 





Four Figure Call for Farm Telephones. 


Among all the ringing schemes which I have seen in your 
most excellent paper, I have not yet seen the best one; 
which means, of course, the one I use. 

My plan is briefly this: I number all farm telephones 
with a number of four digits, the first two being the drop 
number, the third being the long rings, the last the short 
rings. For example, 4512 would mean line or drop No. 45 
and the ring would be one long and two short; 4723 would 
be called with two long and three short on drop 47; 4120 
would be two longs on drop 41. 

This plan is the best I know of for the following rea- 
sons: 

1. The directory has a uniform appearance, each farmer’s 
telephone having a number of the same length, and not 
being littered up with prefixes “Ash,” “Birch,” “Red.” 

2. Every new operator can learn at once what jack to 
use and what ring to give for any number called. 

3. Giving the long rings first sets the bell armatures 
vibrating, and they will respond more exactly to the short 
ones following than if the order were reversed. 

4. This plan has enough combinations available for any 
line, as there can be 15 or more, without making the 
rings too bulky, and 15 is enough for any line. 

5. A subscriber may learn the plan readily, which is a 
decided advantage in many cases. 

The disadvantages are: 

1. That it cannot be used for divided circuit ringing 
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without some change; however, this is of little importance, 
as 90 per cent. of the lines do not use that method. 

2. In some cases the rings are a little longer than they 
would be if the code included such rings as long, short, 
long, etc. 

I claim no originality for this plan; in fact, I am inclined 
to the belief that our friends the enemy first used it, but I 
am willing to adopt anything I think good, let it come 
from where it may. 

C. L. Pickett, Mgr., Howard County Telephone Co. 

St. Paul, Neb. 





Some Pointers from Jack Ostline. 

I notice that Mr. Woodward is having troubles with bat- 
teries in his farm line telephones. Now it seems to me that 
if he has any rules at all and enforces them he could easily 
make another one and enforce it. 

“All 


sealed. 


Here is the rule: 
telephones have their battery boxes 
Tampering with or removing this seal will be suffi- 
cient cause to remove telephone and refuse service to any 
subscriber whose seal is found to be open or tampered with.” 
Before making this rule all Mr. Woodward would have to 
do would be to provide his telephones with suitable means to 
lock his battery boxes or doors. This would cost but a few 
cents for each telephone. Then he could get some seals like 
those the electric light companiés use to seal their meters. If 
he seals up every telephone this way and enforces the above 
rule I know that he will never have any more battery troubles. 
If Mr. Woodward is using the “compact” type telephones he 
would derive another advantage from this arrangement. As 
every one knows there is some “wisehead” around many a 
house who likes to "se the inside out of a telephone and 
then put back as many parts as he can get back and chuck 
the rest some other place. Sealing up a “compact” telephone 
in this manner would stop this. I have never tried sealing up 
a telephone in this manner, but about seven years ago I had to 
put small padlocks on some telephones on a farm line to keep 
the “would-be” experts out. 
trouble with them. 
the telephone. 


subscribers’ 


After that I never had any more 
Some one will ask why I did not remove 
The reason was that the “old man” happened 
to have a couple of hundred dollars stock in the company, and 
in this particular instance that was sufficient to make him a 
privileged person. I hope Mr. Woodward does not have any- 
thing like that to put up with. 


Until last year I never had run across any exchange using 
a system for cable records other than the one most usually 
employed by the Bell companies. As most telephone men 
know, it consists of numbering the different cables entering 
the exchange, and then numbering each wire in each cable 
pair 1 and 2, 3 and 4, 5 and 6, and so forth. ° 

This other way of keeping a record consisted merely in giv- 
ing each pair a number. The first cable of one hundred pairs 
would be pairs 1 to 100. The next cable of two hundred pairs 
would be 101 to 300. When any particular side of a pair was 
wanted it would be referred to as 243 red, or 243 white. 

At first I did not like this system, but after working on it 
for over a year I would not go back to anything else. The 
greatest advantage about it is that in referring to any partic- 
ular pair all you have to say is one number, as compared 
with keeping two or three in mind when using the system first 
mentioned. I understand there are quite a few exchanges 
using this system of numbering all pairs in consecutive order, 
but, as I said, this is my first experience with it. 


Well, I don’t know if this will land in the waste basket or 
not. I won’t say any more this time but I hope I have started 
something. You fellows who are reading these lines, why 
don’t you sit down and give us a little piece or two about 
your experiences. It might not be new to all of us, but I 
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know it will be just as welcome. Let’s get together and try 

and make this department as interesting as possible. I, for 

my part, will try and come every week if the editor will let me. 
Aberdeen, S. D. Joun E. OsTLINE. 





What is Fair Telephone Saturation? 

We have a telephone inside of the city limits for every 5% 
inhabitants, not counting subscribers on the rural lines. It 
seems to us that a telephone to every 5% people is a high 
record. At least we have never heard of such before and write 
you to find out if there is any way of learning the highest 
rating in the United States. 

It seems that it would be interesting to find out if we are 
above the average. Clarendon, Texas, has a population of 
2,000, and we have 375 subscribers within the city limits. 

T. L. Benedict, Mgr. Clarendon Telephone Co. 

Clarendon; Texas. 


TELEPHONY wants to hear from the manager of any 
company that can beat Mr. Benedict’s record. 





A Farm Rate Raise that Failed. 

I am not connected with the commercial end of the 
telephone business, being a lineman, but I have read with 
interest the discussions in TELEPHONY on the $12 farm 
rate. I know of one prosperous little company operating 
about five hundred telephones that tried to raise its farm 
line rate to $15. The manager sent out a long circular 
letter showing prices on farm products “then” and “now,” 
etc. As I understand it, if he had simply stated that the 
telephone service was a money loser at $12, or that on 
account of the increased cost of everything he was obliged 
to charge $15, most of them would have paid it and the 
rest would probably have come to it in a short time. But 
when he “butted into their business” he seemed to stir up 
more wrath than the tax on tea. Some of the subscribers 
couldn’t wait to have their telephones taken out; took 
them to the office themselves. They organized a company 
on a mutual basis and have built good pole lines with 
metallic circuits and grounding push buttons to call cen- 
tral. They have about 200 instruments connected without 
having offered to rent any, which they soon expect to do. 
They intended to connect with the Michigan State (Bell) 
for toll service but couldn’t stand the “cut-out-the-free- 
service” contract and so connected with the Independent 
long distance lines. 


Adrian, Mich. Asher Hadley. 





Use for Cups from Run-Down Dry Cells. 

One of our rules is that if a rural telephone is out of 
repair it must be brought to the nearest exchange of the 
company for overhauling. On numerous occasions after 
an instrument has been taken back over rough roads, it 
has failed to work on account of the batteries breaking 
loose from the connections. 

Now, after placing the batteries in, I wedge an old card- 
board cup taken from a run-down cell between them, and 
upon closing the door they are held snugly in place, elim- 
inating any risk of breaking loose. I ‘find that this little 
scheme works to good advantage in almost all makes of 
dry battery, compact cabinet. A. J. Osburn, 

Superintendent Switchboards, Missouri Union Tel. Co. 

Clinton, Mo. 





Korean Telephone System. 
On March 31, 1910, the end of the Korean fiscal year, 
there were 73 telephone exchanges in operation, and 3,193 
miles .of telephone wire. 
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From the Patent Office 


Max W. Zabel 


Telephone System. 
C. S. Winston, Chicago, Ill., Patent 1,002,891, Sept. 12, 
1911, Assigned to Kellogg Switchboard & 
Supply Co., Chicago, IIl. 
A common battery telephone system using a differential 


line relay is shown. When the receiver is removed cur-. 





















































rent flows through the coil 9 of the line relay 10 to ener- 
gize the lamp 23. Upon insertion of the answering plug 
this completes the circuit through the relay 42 and through 
the coil of the relay 13 to earth. Relay 13 is of high re- 
sistance and requires cnly a small portion of the current 
which may pass through the low resistance coil of relay 
42. The actuation of relay 13 completes a path through 
the coils 9 and 11 of relay 10 in parallel. The equal cur- 
rents through these coils neutralize to restore the relay 
10. At the same time circuit is completed through the re- 
lay 41. Actuation of relays 41 and 42 leaves the super- 
visory signal 49 in its normal condition. 





Party Line Lockout Switch. 
R. Cawyer and J. D. Gattis, Mercury, Tex., patent 1,003,430, 
Sept. 19, 1911. 

A switch is set forth herein for use on a party line. Means 
are thus provided for using it to break the talking circuit be- 
tween the parties who are conversing and the other parties on 
the line, while at the same time the bell circuit remains intact. 





Current Relaying Apparatus. 
H. Gerdien, Halensee, near Berlin, Germany, patent 1,004,012, 
Sept. 26, 1911, assigned to Siemens & Halske, Berlin. 
In a repeating device the luminous discharge, that is, the 
electric current in the gas within vacuum tubes, is utilized for 
amplifying currents. Due to magnetic action on such discharge 




















the material of which the cathode is composed is not vapor- 
ized by the current. The construction sets forth a trans- 
mitter » which through the line conductors r, r is connected 
with a coil f surrounding a vacuum tube a. The tubes under 
consideration are those in which a luminous discharge occurs 


at the cathode b, and the amount of current that 
this carries depends on the amount of luminous discharge, 
the current being furnished by the battery c through a receiver 
s. Normally the luminous discharge is along radial lines. 
When a light magnetic field is present the rays are diverted to 
form spiral like lines and when the field is very strong the 
luminous rays are concentric with the cathode. The change 
in magnetism thus influences the current which may pass 
through the tube and amplifles the changes, it is claimed. 


> 





Jack. 
E. B. Craft, Hackensack, N. J., patent 1,004,244, Sept. 26, 1911. 


assigned to Western Electric Co., New York. 
The spring jack structure consists of a plate p having holes a 
and o punched therein. The front portion of this plate holds 




















the strip s for the jack thimble ¢ and the rear portion holds 
the insulating strips for the three springs as shown. A _ rub- 
ber distance-piece, 30, is provided to maintain the springs in 
proper position. The test thimble t extends by means of spring 
34 to its mounting place and this spring 34 passes through the 
opening o. 





Telephone System. 
C. W. McKibben, Beaumont, Tex., patent 1,004,290, Sept. 26, 


1911. 

A long distance transmission system uses two receivers in 
connection with a transmitter and a high potential battery; 
likewise a large induction coil. An impedance coil is cut in 
series with the receivers when talking out, to avoid the loud 
sounds caused by the high potential battery, but when re- 
ceiving the message the impedance coil is eliminated. 


Combined Telegraph, Signal and Telephone Syster 

W. A. Froeckman, St. Louis, Mo., patent 1,004,767, Oct. 3, 
1911, assigned one-half to P. P. Finnegan, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

A fire alarm system employs instruments connected in 
bridge. There are three circuits, each one of which tra- 
verses the particular route of engine houses comprised 
in that circuit. The first metallic circuit is for telephone 
use; the second for operating gongs, and the third for 
telegraph and ticker. Means are provided for switching 
either circuit onto the other in case of break down. 

The object of connecting the devices in bridge is to pre- 
vent throwing the entire circuit out should any portion 
of the circuit be defective. Means are also provided to 
indicate whenever a substation is out of service. The 
sending devices at the central station contemplate means 
for impressing currents of different voltage to select be- 
tween the telegraph devices and the signal devices. 
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The Double-Phone—An Interesting Novelty. 

A large number of complaints regarding poor telephone 
transmission are the result of no cause other than the 
noise surrounding the receiver making hearing difficult. 
A device for the elimination of outside noises would be 
very desirable because it would save money, temper and 
time. 

Most of us have had some experience with “drop-a- 
penny-in-the-slot” phonographs and have noted the dis- 
tinctness with which we hear the sound reproduction, not 
withstanding the confusion that is usually around: 

The Double-Phone, a recently patented device, is made 














Attaching Double-Phone to Ordinary Receiver. 


upon the principle of the transmitters of these machines. 
An additional channel for the transmission of sound is 
provided, for the other ear, or it may be used by another 
person for listening at the same time a conversation is 
being carried on. It is a great aid to satisfactory long 
distance conversations to those who have difficulty in 
hearing, either because of slight deafness, or because the 
noise surrounding drowns the telephonic conversation. It 
also makes possible the recording of important conversa- 
tions regarding market and stock quotations, or contracts, 
by a stenographer or any other person at the receiving 
end, without the conversation of the two original parties 
being interrupted. 

The Double-Phone is light, does not become entangled 
with the cords and is easily attached to the receiver by 
the metal fingers shown in the illustration. It does not 
mutilate the receiver. It makes repetition unnecessary and 
proves a good-will producer for the telephone company 
whose service it is assisting. It makes a valuable side 
line for telephone solicitors and often induces the installa- 
tion of telephones in noisy places where conversation has 
heretofore been impossible. 

The price of this device is $1.50. Additional informa- 
tion may be obtained from the sole manufacturers and 
patentees, the Double-Phone Mfg. Co., 95 High street, 
Boston, Mass. 

The Double-Phone device was patented September 12, 
1911. The company has now incorporated for $100,000. 
The officers are as follows: President, Emil Berger; vice- 
president, Charles H. Getchell; secretary and treasurer, 
Elmer S. Berger. 





Recent Dean Sales in Minnesota. 

The Dean Electric Co., of Elyria, Ohio, has in the past 
few weeks, closed up some very nice contracts for tele- 
phone and switchboard equipment in the middle West. 
As a general rule the rise and fall of the volume of busi- 


From Factory and Salesroom 
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ness in this territory is affected by the nearness of harv- 
est time. The state of Minnesota is a very good example 
of this. The Dean Electric Co.’s sales in Minnesota dur- 
ing the past few weeks illustrated well the above 
statements. 

Among the more important orders which have been 
received might be mentioned the sale of a complete com- 
mon battery, full multiple board, to the Citizen’s Tele- 
phone Co., of Montevideo, Minn. This apparatus is all 
harmonic equipment. The order included 600 Dean in- 
destructible telephones of the D. C. type. This plant is 
now being cut over and will be in complete operation 
very shortly. 

Another order of interest received out of this territory 
is that of the Sleepy Eye Telephone Co., Sleepy Eye, 
Minn. This company purchased a complete three-position 
common battery multiple board, with individual four-party 
harmonic keys. There was also included a complete 
power plant with duplicate harmonic converters, and stor- 
age battery as well as 250 complete D. C. steel telephones. 

A third order of more than usual interest is that of the 
Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph Co., Minneapolis. This 
order called for a 400 line common battery, private branch 
exchange board, together with 350 of the famous Dean 
Electric Co.’s “bull Neck” desk stands complete. This 
apparatus is now being installed in one of the leading 
hotels of Minneapolis by the above company. 

The Farmers & Merchants Telephone Co., of Lanes- 
boro, Minn., placed its order for a two-position, 250 line, 
magneto switchboard equipped with double supervisory 
cord circuits. This order was accompanied by another 
for 115 Demo type wall telephones and ten magneto desk 
sets. 

The above orders reflect in a general way the prevailing 
activity in the telephone field in Minnesota. It is a noted 
fact that common battery installations are all accompanied 
by orders for D. C. telephones, adding to the already large 
list of users of these instruments who give them their 
endorsement in every respect. 


very 


Practical Wire Measuring Equipment. 

John J. Waldman, 136 Liberty street, New York, manu- 
factures a wire measuring outfit, which should appeal to all 
who have any occasion for handling wire. 

The machine is capable of measuring quickly and accu- 
rately all sizes of wire from No. 0 to 40 inclusive. It is 
very substantially built, and in connection with the wire 
reel and wire winder, makes an ideal counter outfit for 
quickly and accurately measuring properly coiled wire. 

The wire reel and winder are especially adapted for the 
handling of wire not larger than No. 10 B. & S. gauge. 
As stated above the measuring machine can be used for 
the larger sizes of wire. 

A black fibre connector, also manufactured by Mr. 
Waldman, may be advantageously used for temporary and 
permanent connections of telephones, telephone extensions, 
bunch lights, electric fans, etc. 





The Evershed Megger. 

James G. Biddle, 1211 Arch street, Philadelphia, Pa., has an 
electrical testing instrument which was originally designed by 
Evershed, the famous British instrument maker and electrical 
testing expert. The “Megger” made good and speedily ac- 
quired a high reputation abroad, where the fame of its de- 
signer was known. In this country the most alert experts 
have found out what its advantages are, and are speaking very 
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highly of the instrument. It has “caught on” decidedly in the 
east, and is slowly working its way westward, building up a 
reputation as it goes. It is an efficient, economical, time- 
saving instrument. 

A well prepared descriptive catalog and a four page leaflet 
of testimonials from engineers of prominent companies, are 
being sent out to the trade just now; also a six page list of 
users, including the names of many of the best managed wire 
using firms in the country, the Bureau of Standards at Wash- 
ington, the U. S. Signal Corps, Navy Yard and Treasury De- 
partment, and famous technical schools. 

Among the statements made to the manufacturer regard- 
ing the use of the Biddle Megger, and which is characteristic 
of the others, is the following: 

“We received from Mr. Biddle, of Philadelphia, one of 
their Evershed Meggers, which we subjected to comparative 
tests with high sensibility galvanometer. 

“The Megger in question was one with a rating of from 
10,000 ohms to 100 megohms. We found it checked up very 
accurately on 100,000 ohms, 1 megohm, 25 megohms, 90 meg- 
ohms, and also found that we got a fairly approximate read- 
ing of 5,000 ohms. é 

“\Ve are very much pleased with the instrument and have 
no hesitation in saying that it is extremely practical and ac- 
curate jor measurements of insulation resistance.” 

Never Slip Grips Go to Holland. 

TELEPHONY reproduces here an order for twenty Never 
Slip wire grips from S. Stokvis & Zonen, Ltd., Rot- 
terdam, Holland. This company is the largest tool house 








R. S. STOKVIS & ZON'N Ltd., 


HARDWARE & TOOL DEPARTMENT. 





K/aN. 
Telegraphic Address: 


MBTALLICUS. Orderform No. D. K. H. 
ROTTERDAM. 
Telephone No 7081, 7082, 7083, 7084, 7085. 
Price: known. 


Time of delivery: urgent. 


Union Electric Manufacturing Co. 
rexin, iii., U. 3. A. 


20 Never-Slip Wire Grips. 
See your letter of 30th March. 
Price less 30% discount $5.00 each. 
Please urge shipment. 


Please acknowledge receipt of this order and oblige. 
Yours faithfully, 


R. S. STOKVIS & ZONEN Ltd. 
Refer to: 


Hardware & Tool Department. 











A Practical Appreciation from Abroad. 


in the world and the Union Electric Mfg. Co., of Pekin, 
Ill., is glad to present this evidence of the recognition of 
the merits of the Never Slip grip abroad as well as at 
home. 


TELEPHONY 
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“Business is Good,” Says Thomas Wrigley. 

Thomas Wrigley, president of Thomas Wrigley Co., recently 
interviewed by one of TELEPHONY’s staff, advised that the 
company is receiving some very large orders these days. The 
present quarters of the company are not of sufficient size to 
handle its constantly increasing business and a five year lease 
has just been talaen out for the entire floor in the building now 
occupied at 414 Dearborn street, Chicago. 

One of the company’s popular products is its patented Trun- 








PATD |) DEC.3,1901 





joc! £930 








Wrigley Trunnion Steel 











Toggle Bolt. 


nion Nut Steel Toggle Bolt, with double flanged sides and 
rigid back. The trunnion bolt differs from the plain teggle bolt. 
It screws clear through the toggle key or plate full length 
and has a hexagonal, or a round, screw driver nut, flat or cone 
shape, which can be taken off after the bolt has been inserted 
to place on the fixture. It is especially desirable for fastening 
telephone boxes and for use in finished work. These bolts are 
made in different sizes, and samples, with prices, will be mailed 
to any telephone company desiring them. 


Sales Representatives of the Esterline Company. 

The Esterline Co., LaFayette, Ind., manufacturers of the 
Esterline graphic meter and the Berdon electric lighting 
system for motor vehicles, announces the appointment of 
of the following sales representatives: 

New York: Mortimer L. Newman, 114 Liberty street. 

Atlanta, Ga.: The Automobile Specialties Co. L. O. 
Surles, manager, 222-224 Peachtree street. 

Denver, Col.: Western Engineering & Specialties Co., 1732 
Glenarm street. 

San Francisco, Cal.: 

Los Angeles, Cal.: 

Cleveland, Ohio: 
Building. 

Boston: Standard Engineering Co., 53 State street. 

New Haven, Conn.: The Standard Engineering Co., 810% 
Chapel street. 

Waterbury, Conn.: 
East Main street. 

These .concerns will handle a complete line of the Ester- 
line Company’s product in the cities named, and will give 
the company’s customers technical service of every kind and 
character. 





The Symonds-Berle-Kirkpatrick Co. 
The Symonds-Berle-Kirkpatrick Co. 
Chas. F. Saenger & Co., 210 Electric 


The Standard Engineering Co., 16 





The Butler Ringing Machine. 

The Butler Electric Co., David City, Neb., has issued a 
very interesting booklet explaining in detail the machine 
upon which it bases the claim of ability to furnish ring- 
ing current at minimum cost. 

By using the company’s special transformer the trans- 
mitter battery set may be used as the source of ringing 
current. Several types of machine are made for varying 


classes and conditions of service, and the characteristics of 
all are indicated in the pamphlet. : 
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Paper on Automatic by Distinguished German Engineer. 

The paper on Automatic Telephony, read by Professor 
Dr. August Raps, director of the telephone department of 
Siemens & Halske, Berlin, on the occasion of a dinner of 
the Elektrotechnischer Verein, has now been printed in 
English, and is being distributed from the American offices 
of Siemens & Halske, 90 West street, New York City. 

This paper describes the elements of the automatic sys- 
tem used in Germany, based upon the patents of the 
Automatic Electric Co., and adapted to German conditions 
by the engineers of Siemens & Halske. It describes in 
detail the operation of the system, showing the Keith line 
switch, and also the Siemens & Halske line switch consist- 
ing of an electromagnet which, by means of suitable mech- 
anism, rotates the contact arms until an idle connector is 
found. 

Although Siemens & Halske has been manufacturing 
manual systems: since 1896, Dr. Raps appears to be enthu- 
siastic over the prospects of the automatic. Among the 
statements he makes are the following: 

“One of the greatest advantages of the automatic system 
is that the various parts of an exchange need no longer 
be concentrated in one room, but that such an exchange 
may be divided up, and the various parts installed where 
desired, having regard to the geographical distribution of 
the subscribers. 

“We can now realize how very flexible the automatic 
system is, and that it enables any desired number of ex- 
changes to be economically distributed all over a city in 
such a manner, that a minimum amount of cable is em- 
ployed, the service being just as good as if only one ex- 
change existed. 

“One of the best authorities on telephony, the head of 
the telephone service—Hofrat Barth von Wehrenalp— 
speaks of the telephone girl as the sorrowful victim of her 
calling. The history of engineering has always shown that, 
when human activity is reduced to the level of mchanical 
operation, it will be much better and much more reliably 
performed by a machine; and telephony has reached this 
stage.” 

The concluding pages of the pamphlet are given over to 
a description of the semi-automatic system installed at 
Amsterdam, and tables and charts giving comparative es- 
timates of operating expenses for a 40,000 line system dis- 
tributed among seven exchanges. 





Third Edition of “Telephonology” on the Press. 

The remarkable success of H. R. Van Deventer’s book, 
“Telephonology,” has been due to the comprehensive scope 
of the work, the reliable and interesting style of the treat- 
ment of a great number of details, logical classification of 
chapters, and, above all, the familiarity of the author with 
his subject and the desires of a wide range of readers 
of telephone works. 

The third edition will be issued in a few days and will 
be an up-to-the-minute discussion of telephone systems and 
accessories. It covers in a practical way the apparatus 
now in use, including equipment for railway telephone 
service. 

Among the special features listed are the following: 

How to test transmitters, receivers, induction coils, ring- 
ers, generators, etc., using home-made apparatus and sim- 
ple calculations. 

How to adjust and repair transmitters, receivers, etc., 
including the latest types of Western Electric, Kellogg, 
Dean, Interstate, Sumter, etc. 

How to wind induction, repeating, retardation, and im- 
pedance coils, for all kinds of circuits. 

How to make “talk through” and “ring through” repeat- 
ing coils, and wire them in various circuits. 
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Tables showing the size of wire, turns, resistances, etc., 
for any size ringer spool, armature, induction coil, or re- 
ceiver. This enables you to make up special equipment. 

How to make dry cells, storage cells, pole changers, 
chemical rectifiers, a volt or ammeter, slide wire bridge, 
cable test set, etc. 

Common battery and magneto instruments and switch- 
board circuits of all types fully explained and illustrated 
by diagrams. Phantom coils and their uses, how to build 
combined telephone and telegraph circuits. Line and ca- 
ble tests of every kind, what instruments to use and how 
to operate them. Line and cable construction and useful 
tables. 





The Mueller Insulated Test Clip. 

In recently touching upon the Universal Test Clips manu- 
factured by R. S. Mueller & Co., 425 High avenue, S. E., 
Cleveland, reference was made to a new insulated form of 
clip. This is shown herewith. As stated, the new. clip was 














Mueller Clip for Close Quarters. 


originally intended for electric light workers, but it is being 
widely adopted by telephone men, particularly for use in auto- 
matic exchanges. Its.construction is such that it may be in- 
troduced to make a contact deep within an intricate switch, 
without danger of shorting on adjacent parts. This clip is 
well worth an investigation and trial. 





Lafayette Protective Apparatus. 

A full line of protective apparatus is described in Bulletin 
No. 3 of the Lafayette Electric & Manufacturing Co., Lafayette, 
Ind., successors to the Sterling Electric Co., which was known 
in the Independent telephone field for many years. The man- 
ufacturers state, “In the design of the apparatus shown on the 
following pages we have carefully studied actual conditions 
and requirements. A number of our newer terminals have 
been worked out by our own engineers, aided by some of the 
leading telephone construction engineers in the Independent 
field. We have a terminal and protector for every use and the 
devices shown on these pages are a collectior?’ of all of the 
various types of this class of apparatus demanded by approved 
standard telephone practice.” 

Among the items fully described and illustrated in the bul- 
letin are, main distributing frames with protectors and termi- 
nal blocks—the heat coil in the protectors has a German silver 
winding which will open the coil in thirty seconds, on .3 of an 
ampere. The manufacturers state that the coils have been 
operated and re-soldered as many as one hundred times and 
remained as good as new, and that they are not over sensitive 
to the point of involving liability to operation by ringing cur- 
rents, Or mechanical injury. Tests may be made from the 
outside of the frame without removing heat coils. Separate 
springs provide an effective alarm circuit. 

Cable terminals and can top terminals are made in a variety 
of patterns, with self made pothead and otherwise. Tubular 
and flat mica fuses are listed in a number of forms. An in- 
teresting list of high grade sub-station protectors is described. 





Kellogg Equipment Used in Chihuahua, Mexico. 
The equipment installed in the new exchanges recently com- 
pleted in Chihuahua, Mexico, by the Compania Telefonica of 
Chihuahua, was supplied by Kellogg Switchboard & Supply Co. 
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The Schacht Model E “Trouble Car.” 

From all appearances the Schacht Model E “Trouble Car” 
is a sturdily designed and convenient car for telephone line 
requirements. Its capacity is 1,000 pounds. It has a compart- 
ment for poles, cross arms, and other telephone materials. 

It is easy to see that its makers have had long experience 
in the manufacture of automobiles and commercial cars, for it 
is a veritable model of grace and distinction. One of the in- 
teresting features of this particular car is its possible converti- 
bility into three styles. Designed so that two seats can be 
fastened on body securing a passenger capacity for four or five 





A Handy and Reliable Trouble Car. 


persons, and making an ideal touring car—one that no one 
would be ashamed of, 

A snappy looking run-about is produced by removing rear 
seat, and with the addition of the side panels and tail gate, the 
light delivery wagon, trouble car is secured. The Schacht 
Motor Car Co., 2734 Spring Grove avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
its makers, have titled. the car, a “3-in-1-Purpose car.” 

Gives equally as good satisfaction in winter as in summer, 
on rough or smooth roads, or on hills or in flat countries, it 
is claimed, and its 24 h. p. 2-cylinder, water cooled moter pro- 
duces more than sufficient power to answer for every occasion. 
One of the car’s principal mechanical features is its patented 
cone clutch in the fly wheel, which enables the motor to run 
while the car is inactive without involving the planetary trans- 
mission on the jackshaft. 

It is becoming more and more apparent among telephone 
companies generally that such a car as here described and il- 
lustrated, is practical and economical for use in telephone work. 
Unlike the horse, the motor truck or delivery car requires no 
fuel cr feed when idle, never tires, and pays for itself over 
and over, by more economical service and long usage. 

TELEPHONY has been advised that to all interested in the 
discussion of this car, will be sent one of the company’s new 
catalogues upon request, printed on a heavy coated paper and 
beautifully bound. Telephone companies desirous of learning 
something more of the suitability of this kind of cars for tele- 
phone work, should write without fail. 





Automatic Electric Closes Australian Contract. 

It is announced that the Automatic Electric Co., of Chi- 
cago, has closed a’ contract with the Australian govern- 
ment for the installation of a complete automatic system 
at Geelong, Victoria. This is to consist of 900 independ- 
ent lines, 1C0 lines for private branch exchanges, 100 four- 
party lines, 1,410 telephones, 1 two-position wire chief's 

desk, 1 two-position trouble and information desk, and 
four-position toll board. 

The company anticipates at an early date that further in- 
stallations of automatic telephones will be made in other 
centers in the commonwealth. 





Correct Statement of Testing Procedure. 

The eighth paragraph of “Suggestions from the Baird Com- 

pany’s Booklet,” on page 510 of last week’s TELEPHONY, 
should have been printed as follows: 

After the line has been put on the test set or shoe, the 

board side being cut off, measure the resistance. Assume this 

to be 209 ohms, which is the resistance of the line to the 
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trouble and back again. Dividing by two, gives 104.5 ohms, 
the resistance of one wire to the trouble. Assume the line 
wire to be No. 12 B. & S. gauge, copper, having a resistance 
of about 8.4 ohms per mile, and dividing 104.5 ohms by 8.4, 
equals 12.4 miles, the distance to the trouble. If the wire 
is not B. & S. gauge, copper, the resistance of one wire to 
the trouble is to be divided by the resistance per mile of the 
wire in the line. 





Boyd Tree Trimmer. 

Many telephone companies have become interested, it 
is said, in the Boyd tree trimmer. As was recently ex- 
plained, its purpose, as its name might indicate, is for 
cutting and trimming small branches, etc. Its makers, 
the Boyd Mfg. Co., Rockville, Ind., advises that what 
makes it so useful is because it cuts a draw or saw stroke 
from the upper side of the limb. A folder can be had 
upon request which explains it fully. 





A. E. Barker, formerly with the Kellogg and Dean Manufac- 
turing plants, has resigned as manager of the Universal Motor 
Truck Co., Detroit, Mich. 

Epwarp Hines Lumser Co., Chicago, will soon establish 
a plant on the Rainy River, near Fort Frances, Ontario. 





A. G. Bean, Prominent in Telephone Field, Elected Presi- 
dent of Dean Electric Co., Elyria. 

At a meeting of the directors of the Dean Electric Co., 
Elyria, Ohio, just held, A. G, Bean, treasurer and general 
manager of the company since 1906, was elected its presi- 
dent. He will also retain the title and office of treasurer. 

Mr. Bean has been for a number of years one of the 

















A. G. Bean. 


well-known figures in the telephone world. He has _ been 
active in the Ohio state organization of Independents and 
has played no inconspicuous part in the national associa- 
tion. He is forty years old, a native of St. Louis, where 
he was engaged in the banking business for a considerable 
period, being connected with one of the leading trust com- 
panies. He assumed the office of treasurer of the Dean 
company when that organization increased its capital and 
broadened its operations, as stated, some five years ago, 
since when he has devoted his entire time to the operations 
of that company. 

Mr. Bean is very popular in the telephone field and has 
hosts of friends who will felicitate him heartily upon this 
well-deserved recognition of his abilities. 














Condensed News Reports 


Officers of companies are earnestly requested to forward us promptly all financial and other state- 
ments as soon as issued and any items of interest as to their plants and systems 











PERSONAL. 


F, X. CLEARY has tendered his resignation as advertising 
manager of the Western Electric Co., New York City, and has 
concluded arrangements to specialize in personal sales promotion 
and advertising service for 
electrical and telephone man- 
ufacturers. He will be suc- 
ceeded by P. L. Thompson, 
a former newspaper man, 
who has been, for the past 
five or six years, manager 
of the Western Electric Com- 
pany’s Pittsburgh branch. 

Mr. Cleary was born in 
Virginia thirty-eight years 
ago, is married and has two 
children. He has been with 
the Western Electric Co. 
continuously since the fall of 
1891, when he entered the 
employ of that company as 
bill clerk. He served in 
various clerical capacities, 
steadily advancing, until he 
became assistant chief clerk. 





In 1900 he became office 
salesman and, two years 
later, office sales manager. 


In 1904, ne was appointed 
assistant sales manager, at 
the New York house, and in 
1906 was made sales mana- 
ger and opened the supply 
sales department at Atlanta, 
Ga. 

The year 1907 saw Mr. 
Cleary manager of competitive sales for the New York house, 
with territory including New England and all the Atlantic 
Coast states excepting Georgia. In 1908, after serving for some 
months as telephone district sales manager for territories oper- 
ated by the New York, Boston, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh 
houses, he was appointed general advertising manager with offices 
in New York City, in which capacity he has continued until now. 

“This venture is prompted,”’ said Mr. Cleary to a representative 
of TELEPHONY, ‘“‘by the insistent demands for services of this kind 
by electrical and telephone manufacturers, whose sales plans and 
campaigns are in the making. Such success as I have had is 
due to a considerable extent to the fact that I am without awe 
of accepted sales and advertising theories. Every once in a 
while I take a day off and think for myself. Then I realize that 
the public, the dealer, the telephone man, are not solemn dum- 
mies, but that they, too, have a saving sense of humor.” 

Mr. Cleary takes up the work on his own behalf with the 
kindliest wishes of the organization with which he has been so 
long connected, as well as of a host of friends, who know him 
for a splendid fellow personally and one deserving of maximum 
success. 

D. O. PARSON, formerly of the Southern Bell Co. of Ala., is 
now manager of the Nettleton, Miss., Home Telephone Co. 

JOHN E. LaMONT, of Manhattan, Kans., has removed to Junc- 
tion City, Kans., where he will take up telephone work. 

P. O. NOKES, of Humboldt, Kans., has removed to Yates 
Center, Kans., where he will be connected with the Yates Center 
Telephone Co. 

W. H. HAYES, Commissioner Engineer, Manitoba Government 
Telephones, Winnipeg, Canada, has been visiting Chicago, and 
was a caller at TELEPHONY’S office during the past week. 

JOHN J. LYNCH tock charge of the Nicholasville Home Tele- 
phone Company’s exchange at Nicholasville, Ky., recently, suc- 
ceeding D. V. Bradley, who has gone to New York city. 

A. S. HIBBARD, formerly general manager of the Chicago Tele- 
phone Co., and now connected with the A. T. & T. Co., in New 
York City, was the guest of the Chicago Association of Commerce 
recently. 

E. M. WILSON, district switchboard manager for the Pioneer 
Telephone Co., at Oklahoma City, Okla., and Miss Mary Smith, 
manager of the Wilburton, Okla., exchange of the Pioneer com- 
pany, were married recently. 

E. D. NIMS, vice-president of the group of Bell companies 
having operating headquarters at Kansas City, was a visitor in 
TELEPHONY ’S offices one day last week. Mr. Nims was for- 
merly president of the Pioneer Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
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A. M. McKAY and W. N. TRAVIS have resigned from the 
managerships of the Colusa and Glenn County telephone com- 
panies. Borren Russel! has been appointed manager of the 
Colusa County Company, at Colusa and will have supervision over 
the Glenn County Company, of Willow until a new manager is 
appointed, 

PROF. GEO. D. SHEPARDSON, who for the past twenty years 
has been a member of the faculty of the University of Minnesota, 
has been granted a year’s leave of absence. He will make a 
study of educational methods and engineering developments, and 
will take a special course in the theory of the telephone at the 
Harvard Graduate School of Applied Science. 

GANO DUNN, president of the American Institute of Electri al 
Engineers, has returned from Europe. He represented the United 
States Government, and the A. I. E. E. at the International lec- 
trical Congress at Turin, and attended the International Elec- 
trotechnical Commission. Mr. Dunn has recently been eiected a 
director of J. G. White & Co., Inc., New York City. 

J. L. W. ZIETLOW, president of the Dakota Centra! Telephone 
Co., Aberdeen, S. D., was in Chicago last week enroute on an 
eastern trip. Mr. Zietlow spoke of some of his efforts within the 
past two years. He has been giving considerable attention to the 
subject of rates and to the elements effecting them. Another 
point on which he has very firm and sound vonvictions is, that 
commissions and courts are going astray in fixing rates on the 
depreciated value of property owned by people who intend to 
stay in the business and are consequentl, obliged to build up the 
plant from time to time. 

A. C. DAVIS, of Parkersburg, W. Va., who has been in ill 
health for some time, is feeling a little brighter than he has for 
some months. Mr. Davis was a very enthusiastic worker in the 
interest of Independent telephony. He was at one time secretary 
of the International Independent Telephone Association, and 
president and secretary of the West Virginia association. He did 
much good work for the cause in these capacities. He managed 
the West Virginia Western Telephone Co. properties from 1898 
until October 1. 1909, when he was obliged to resign because of 
his health. He still holds financial interests in the company, 
however. Since spring, Mr. Davis has been called upon to bear 
the loss of both his wife and youngest daughter. His many 
friends in the field will be pleased to hear that he is feeling 
slightly stronger, and will wish him a hasty recovery. 


L. B. COLLINS, secretary of the Home Enterprise Tele- 
phone Co., of Woodward, Okla., was in TELEPHONY’S of- 
fices this week. He stated that he had just closed contracts 
for $25,000 worth of poles, wire, etc., with which to extend the 
company’s lines. The Home Enterprise company is the strong- 
est independently owned telephone corporation in Oklahoma. 
Organized to meet a demand for service which could not be 
obtained from the older company, it has prospered splendidly. 
It now owns and operates some 300 miles of lines and is pre- 
paring to build about 150 miles additional. It has appreximately 
1,000 stations in Woodward and the adjoining field and con- 
nects with rural companies having 600 telephones in addition. 
The Pioneer Bell connects with the Home Enterprise company, 
but does not occupy its territory. 


NEW COMPANIES. 

LITTLE ROCK, ARK.—The Lepanto Electric Light and Tele- 
phone Co., Lepanto, Ark., has been incorporated with a capital 
stock of $2,500. 

CLAYTON, CAL.—The Mt. Diablo Telephone Co, filed articles 
of incorporation, and announced its intention to build a rural tele- 
phone line connecting Concord, Clayton, Marsh Creek and Red- 
wood Canyon. The capital stock is $5,000. H. C. Wetmore of 
Clayton is the president, Charles B. Gordon of Concord, secre- 
tary and P. Douglas, of Clayton, treasurer. The directors in 
addition to the above are: Henry Frank, Gus Goethals, J. Stock- 
fleth and Joseph Franks. And among the stockholders besides 
the officers are: G. P. Bottini, Mrs. R. C, Terry, Frank Bart- 
let, Henry Poley, Mary Gay and F. Russelman. 


PORTERVILLE, CAL.—The Ducor-Hot Springs Telephone 
Co., Ducor, has been incorporated. The officers are: L. S. Win- 
grove, president; F. M. Carlisle, vice-president; H. C. Carr of 


Porterville, secretary and treasurer. The board of directors in- 
cludes F. M. Carlisle, E. F. Brey of Porterville, M. F. Singleton, 
John F. Guthrie and L. S. Wingrove. 

THOMPSON, IOWA.—The Coon Grove Telephone Co. has been 
incorporated with a capital of $2,000. Incorporators are: H. H 
Eichorn, C. Ashpole, C. C. Moen and others. 

NORWOOD, MICH.—The Norwood Telephone Co, has been 
fully organized. The officers are J. H. Bugbee, president, Frank 
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E. Richardson, vice-president, James C. Chase, secretary and 
treasurer, Amidon Stafford and Henry Brown, directors. 

JACKSON, MISS.—The Lynwood Telephone Co., of Lynwood, 
has been incorporated with $250 capital stock. Incorporators are 
W. G. Thompson, G. W. Collier and others. 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.—The Keota Telephone Co., Keota, 
Haskell county, has been incorporated with $5,000 capital stock. 
Directors are, R. N. Robinson, R. A. Bonham, H. D. Price and 
H. D. Price, Jr., all of Keota. 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.—A charter has been granted the 
Oklahoma Rural Telephone Co. of Caney, Pittsburg county. The 
directors are, A. H. Utley, of Caney; Z. J. Dupies, of Coalgate; 
and J. H. Craig, of McAlester. The capital stock is $10,000. 

HARRISBURG, PA.—A charter has been issued to the Bloom- 
ing Grove Telephone Co. of Warrensville. The capital stock is 
$5,000. 

VANDERGRIFT, PA.—Articles of incorporation have been filed 
by the Vandergrift Telephone Co. The capital stock is $100,000. 
J. F. Horn is president. 

RICHMOND, VA.—Articles of incorporation have been filed 
by the Reed Island Mutual Telephone Co., Sylvatus, Va., Dr. I. 
W. Surratt, president, Sylvatus, Va.; J. L. Marshall, vice-presi- 
dent; J. E. Marshall, secretary and treasurer, Mecca, Va.; Aaron 
Richardson, Sylvatus, Va., Frank Marshall, Sylvatus, Va. The 
capital stock is $5,000. 

RICHMOND, VA.—A charter was issued to the Bent Mountain 
Telephone Co., Bent Mountain, Va. Incorporators are J. F. Reed, 
president; Wilson Baldwin, vice-president; Dr. E. C. Tinsley, all 
of Bent Mountain, Va. Capital stock is $5,000. The company 
contemplates building a telephone line 2,500 miles long. 

CHARLESTON, W. VA.—A charter has been issued to the 
McDowell County Telephone Co., of Welch, W. Va., to build and 
operate a telephoue in that town and county. The capital stock 
is $25,000. Incorporators: W. P. Hawley, of Bluefield, W. Va.; 
D. J. Strother, W. \W. Hughes and James A. Henchy, of Welch, 
W. Va.; and Charles D. O’Neil of Buffalo, N. Y. 


CONSTRUCTION. 

GLASGOW, MONT.—-The Moore Telephone Co. is erecting a 
long distance line through northern Montana, from Culbertson to 
Havre. In connection the company will purchase the local sys- 
tems at Harlem, Malta and Chinook. 

HEDGESVILLE, MONT.—The Montana State Telephone Co. 
will construct a line along the present Snowy Mountain line for 
a distance of over two miles. A. Bouchard is president of the 
company. 

ROSWELL, N. MEX.—The new copper, long distance telephone 
line between Roswell and Clovis has been completed. 

DEVILS LAKE, N. D.—A farmers’ telephone .company has 
been formed to construct a line northeast of Edmore, into 
Prospect and Highland townships. H. G. McMurray is presi- 
dent and Albert Thompson, vice president. 

MARION, OHIO.—The Marion County Telephone Co., whose 
destinies are so ably presided over by A. J. Berry will shortly 
erect a handsome home of its own. 

JANESVILLE, WIS.—The Rock County Telephone Co. are 
contemplating the construction of trunk lines between Janesville 
and Evansville and Janesville and Brodhead, or a total distance 
of nearly forty miles. The lines are all copper wire and will 
enable the best of service between these points. 


FINANCIAL. 

MANKATO, MINN.—The Mankato Citizens’ Telephone Co. de- 
clared a semi-annual dividend of 3% per cent, payable October 
ist. Manager P. V. Ferguson’s report showed that the company 
is in a very prosperous condition. Since last January there has 
been a net increase in subscribers of 160. The telephone ex- 
change at Mapleton has just recently been overhauled and the 
company is about to build new rural line extensions. 

id 

BELLEFONTAINE, OHIO.—A 3 per cent dividend is being pa 
holders of the preferred stock in the United Telephone Co., and a 
dividend of 4 per cent has been declared payable on the com- 
mon stock. This is the nineteenth consecutive semi-annual divi- 
dend paid by the United Company. 

FRANCHISE. 

MACOMB, ILL.—The Illinois Western Telephone Co. has been 
granted a franchise. ; 

WINCHESTER, IND.—The Farmers’ Indiana Telephone Co." 
franchise has been granted. a ‘ 

WINNEBAGO CITY, MINN.—The Tri-State Telephone 0. 
has been granted a franchise to construct and extend its local 
and long distance lines, a 

MONONGAHELA, PA.—The common council has granted a 
nenshien to an Independent Telephone Co. for the construction 
and maintenance of a telephone system. 

ABERDEEN, S. D.—The board of county cimmissioners of Zie- 


E. Sexton 
bach county has granted a telephone franchise to F. . 
who will connect the various towns in the county by telephone. 


ELECTIONS. 
held its 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.—The Citizens Telephone Co. 
annual meeting of the stockholders of the company, attended by 
more than 150 stockholders. The directors were elected, all of 
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those serving a year ago being re-elected to office, making the 
officers and directors for the coming year as follows: President, 
C. F,. Rood; vice-president, Edward Fitzgerald; secretary, E. B. 
Fisher; treasurer, William J. Stuart, and Philip Graham, Cyrus 
E. Perkins, Lester J. Rindge, Robert D. Graham, Gaius W. Per- 
kins, John B. Martin and Joseph B. Ware, directors. 


NORTON, MO.—The Giltedge Telephone Co. held its annual 
meeting. The members of the company are: Messrs. George 
Carles, Frank Warrzel, Will Steel, Orlando Young, Will Swisher, 
H. H. Swisher, Otis and Will Pemberton and Harry Garrett. 


TARKIO, MO.—The annual meeting of the Atchison County 
Mutual Telephone Co. was held and the old officers were re- 
elected as follows: J. A. Sauceman, president; J. F. Logan, vice- 
president; Alfred Shackelford, secretary; and Henry Hurst, treas- 
urer. 

ROCHESTER, N. Y.—The annual election of officers of the 
Hilton Telephone Co., Hilton, was held and the following were 
elected: John E. Cooper, D. P. Webster, A. B. Fraser, V. A. 
Hovey, H. Bass, W. H. Wood, J. Ingham, H. Hutton and Edward 
Tabor, all of Hilton, and George Y. Webster, of Rochester. 

APPLETON, WIS.—The twelve Corners & Mackville Tele- 
phone Co. held its annual meeting, which was attended by over 
one hundred stockholders. M. J. Fassbender, John Parker and 
John Kilday were re-elected as directors and E. G. Van Heuklon 
was elected as a director to succeed Joseph Batzler, resigned. 
The directors elected the following officers: President and mana- 
ger, John Kilday; vice-president, John L. Parker; treasurer, M. 
J. Fassbender; secretary, W. B. Riehl. The retiring president 
was Judge T. H. Ryan. 


UNDERGROUND. 


LITTLE ROCK, ARK.—The Southwestern Telegraph & Tele- 
phone Co. will place 15 blocks of wire and cables underground on 
West Seventh street, from Broadway to Schiller. 


JACKSON, MISS.—The Cumberland Telephone Co. has decided 
to put underground all telephone wires on Capitol street from 
the old Capitol to Adams street. $50,000 is the estimated amount 
that will be required for the work. 

KEARNEY, NEB.—The city government of Hastings has or- 
dered the Nebraska Telephone Co. to place all its wires in the 
business district under ground. 


SAYRE, PA.—A conduit for the wires of the Valley Telephone 
Co. has been laid across Packer avenve and the company ex- 
pects soon to bury all wires between Sayre and Athens. The 
present plan is to lay a conduit from Sayre to Athens and it will 
carry two cables each carrying 400 pairs of telephone wires. 


LYNCHBURG, VA.—It is stated that the Southern Bell Co. 
will shortly begin the extension of its underground system 
in Lynchubrg by which all the wires in Rivermont avenue from 
the viaduct as far as Easton avenue will be placed underground. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 

LOUISVILLE, KY.—The Louisville Home Telephone Co, an- 
nounces that a branch exchange will be built to care for the 
subscribers in the entire western part of the city. The exchange 
will have a capacity of 10,000 lines. 

JONESBORO, LA.—Ernest Young sold to Mr. White, of Lena, 
his telephone line from Jonesoro to Harrisburg. The right of 
way through the Little River woods has been secured, and work 
will be stated immediately to finish the line. 


DELAWARE, OHIO.—The Citizens’ Telephone Co., of Dela- 
ware, has issued a new directory which contains 104 pages. In 
addition to the numbers of the city subscribers the directory con- 
tains the names of all of the rural mail routes out of Dela- 
ware. 

BELGRADE, NEB.—The Belgrade Telephone & Improvement 
Co., of Belgrade, Neb., has just issued its new directory cover- 
ing Belgrade, Cedar Rapids, Primrose and Spalding. It car- 
ries no advertising—simply the list of subscribers, and on the 
back some instructions, 


DYERSBURG, TENN.—The Home Telephone Co., a corpora- 
tion owned by farmers of the Dyer county, has leased a build- 
ing for its exchange. Wires are being strung and the company 
will make a specialty of rural lines and will serve farmers in 
every section of the county. 

H. C, SLEMIN, sales and advertising manager, and E. A. 
Reinke, sales engi- 
neer of the Strom- 
berg-Carlson Tele- 
Phone Manufac- 











facturing Co., 
Rochester, N. Y., 
Passed through 
Chicago _ recently 
on their return 
from a western 
trip, It was a 


business trip, but 
the photograph 
taken on the ve- 
randa of the Cliff 
House, Golden 
Gate, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., shows 
that pleasure was 








H. C. Slemin and E. A. Reinke—‘‘Farthest 
West.” 
And we gather it was “‘some’’ pleasure, at that. 


intermingled. 


In the Rural 


The Independent Telephone Co. met here Saturday for busi- 
ness. A transfer fee of two fifty per share on stock sold is 
the latest wrinkle, so several have tinkled off the lines, as it 
costs more to stay on than it used to to get on. —Calhoun News 
in Olney (Ill.) Advocate. 

More rural telephone lines are being constructed in Logan 
county.—Fargo (N. Dak.) Forum. 

The Fifer telephone system in this locality has been greatly 
improved and repaired lately. Payne College Item in Lexing- 
ton (ill.) Journal. 

A large number of telephone men struck town Monday and 
expect to stay several weeks. They are fixing the Bell line — 
Zwingle Item in Lamotte (la.) News. 

The Northern Illinois Telephone Co. has finished distribut- 
ing their new telephone directories—Mendota News in Ottawa 
(Jll.) Free Press. 

Walter Gray of Dundas, Minn., one of the old settlers, 
watched a man telephoning at the fair today and turned around 
and said with a smile: “How common a thing the telephone 
is now. But I never see one without recalling the first fair 
I ever attended. It was fully thirty years ago. They were 
just beginning to experiment with the telephone. At this fair 
they had a short line put up, and people were invited to listen 
to a man talk from a short distance away. I recall the utter 
incredulity of the people. Very few would believe the voice 
actually came from a distance over the wire. They thought 
it was some trick. Many people who listened at the telephone 
that day died without believing it possible. Yet today it is 
so common that in the country the farmer telephones from 
his house to his barn every day.—St. Paul (Minn.) Dispatch. 





Line Districts 


The New Home telephone company, owing to increased: 
business, has found it necessary to put on another switchboard 
operator. The new operator is Miss Carrie Reams.—Wymore 
(Neb.) Wymorean. 

C. E. McNew, the rustling manager of the Cowgill Telephone 
Co., has been making many improvements in his residence 
property on North Main street recently —Cowgill Item in Ham- 
ilton (Mo.) Advocate. 

The directors of the Secor Telephone Co. met Saturday and 
hired M. F. Conner as operator of the exchange here to take 
the place of D. O. Ritz, who resigned some time ago.—Secor 
Letter in Bloomington (IIl.) Pantagraph, 

A meeting was held in the Dreeszen hardware store here this. 
week by the various companies owning the telephone lines 
which run into our town. The meeting was for the purpose: 
of organizing a campaign to fix up and attend to the repair 
work on the various lines.—Carroll (la.) Times. 

The telephone company has moved their office to the room 
west of the Bank of Malvern. This makes them much better 
quarters.—Malvern (La.) Leader. 

The central office of the Rayville telephone exchange was. 
moved the first of the week into the Mrs. Josie Cook property. 
—Rayville (N. D.) Enterprise. 

The telephone line makes a great difference in the looks of 
Cold Creek. The men are too busy with their harvesting to 
put in more than two days out of each week with the line. The 
poles and wire are put up from the McCready ranch to the 
Sanderson home ranch, a distance of six miles, and five tele- 
phones are in operation —Backhorn Briefs in Newcastle (W yo.) 
News. 
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Miss Evelyn Hall, of Kansas City, arrived yesterday for a few days’ visit with her aunt, Mrs. J. B. Dickerson, who lives 
six miles west of town. Miss Hall is an operator in one of the big telephone exchanges in Kansas City.—Salina (Mo.) Sun. 
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